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The Minister replied—
The ilmenite claims in the Cheyne

Beach area are held by P. R. Jackson,

F. A. Moore, and Hancock Prospecting

Pty. Ltd.
It is no good arguing on that basis, but it
an industry is to come here we know that
we have mineral sands of good quality in
the Albany area. I ask the Minister here
and now: Does he intend to transport the
mineral sands at Albany to the port of
Bunbury?

Mr. Roberts: Hear, hear!

Mr. HALL: The member for Bunbury
says, “Hear, hear”; but in doing so he
is apparently ignoring the economy of
transporting those sands to Albany. If it
is economical to transport freight, such as
coal, one way, it must be economical to
transport it the other way. The industry
could be operated at Albany alongside the
successful development of the harbour. We
would have no trouble with harbour
effluent if it were segregated.

I think I have covered all my points, so
I say to the Government that, in fairness
to the development of the distriet of Al-
bany and for the sake of the industrial

expansion which will be required for that’

purpose—supported by the activity of the
woollen mills—my suggestions should be
put into effect. Apart from that we have
the expansion of Borthwicks taking place,
and there is talk of further expansion.
There iz also expansion on the waterfront,
and silos being built for grain storage. In
addition, an engineering firm has estab-
lished itself at Albany. I feel I have
presented a case for the Government to
develop the railway system at Albany with
a view to further expansion of the Albany
townsite and its surrounding districts.

On motion by Mr. W. A. Manning, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15

Ppm, and read prayers.

1.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
‘WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLERS
Living Allowance

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Is the living allowance as paid to
war service land settlers under re-
view by the Agricultural Depart-
ment?

{2) If so, who authorised this review?

{3) When will the decision be given
as to whether there will be an in-
crease or not?

{4) What is the allowance as paid to
war service land settlers now, and
what was the allowance paid for
the years 1957; 1958; 1959?

€5> Does the numbher of dependants
have a bearing on the assessment
of living allowance?

Mr. NALDER replied:

(1) and (2) Following my earlier
representations to the Federal
Minister in Canberra, the matter
of living allowance has been re-
viewed by the Commonwealth,

(3) Increase to £630 per annum
approved to commence from the
1st October, 1960.

(4) 1057, 1958, and 1959: £550 per
annum.
(5) No.

MT. MANY PEAKS ROAD
Sealing and Bituminising
Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has finance been approved for
sealing and bituminising Mt.
Many Peaks Road?

{2) If so, what is the grant?
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(3) If the answer to No. (1) is “Yes,”
when will work commence and
what mileage is expected to be
completed this year?

Mr. WILD replied;

(1) No ;‘unds have been provided for
sealing, but financial provision
has been made for tar priming 2.3
miles of road between the 15.7
miles and 18.0 miles from Albany.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

(3) See answer to No. (1). The work
described will commence early in
1861 and be completed this
financial year.

BUILDING SOCIETIES
Allocation from Housing Funds

Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has the allocation of moneys been
made to building societies for this
financial year?

(2) If so, what amounts were made to
the respective building societies,
and when will they be advised as
to the amount granted?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) and (2) The allocations to build-
ing societies for this financial year
will be made very shortly, and

particulars of such allocations will
be publicised.

HEALTH COUNCIL
Membership and Reports

Dr. HENN asked the Minister for

Health:

{1) Does the Health Council of West-
ern Australia issue a report from
time to time?

{2) Who are the members comprising
the Health Council of Western
Australia?

(3) When was the last report issued?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No. The State Health Council is
an advisory body to the Govern-
ment functioning through the
Minister for Health. The Minister
for Health is informed of the
State Health Council's delibera-
tions, and receives a copy of the
minutes of each meeting.
{(2) The State Health Council com-
prises—
1 representative of the Royal
College of Surgeons.
1 representative of the Royal
College of Physicians.
1 representative of the Royal
College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists.
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4 representatives of the British
Medical Association.

3 representatives of the Faculty
of Medicine of the University
of Western Australia.

Professor of Child Health.

Inspector-General of Mental
Services.

Commissioner of Public Health.

Deputy Commissioner of Public
Health.

Under Secretary for Health.

(3) The minutes of the last meeting
are dated the 11th July, 1960. A
general report on the activities of
the State Health Council appears
in the commissioner’'s annual re-
port.

“C”" CLASS HOSPITALS
Complaints Regarding Conduct

Dr. HENN asked the Minister for
Health:

{1) Has the Department of Public
Health received any complaints
regarding “C" class hospitals In
recent months?

(2) When the department makes an
inspection of “C class hospitals,
does it inform the matron before-
hand of the intended visit?

(3) Is he aware that in one “C” class
hospital in the metropolitan area
an ungualified elderly woman was
put in charge of 14 patlents for
the whole night's duty?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) No.

(2) No.

(3) No. However, if any specific com-
plaints are received on such
matters or allied matters, an in-
vestigation will he made.

STATE PURCHASE HOMES
Analysis of Arrears

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:

Will he supply a copy of the
analysis of arrears on purchase
homes under the State Housing
Act, to which he made reference
in reply to a guestion asked by
me on the 3rd August?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The answer to this question
requires considerable research,
and I ask that the question be
postponed.

FINCHES
Embargo on Export

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Chief Seca

retary:

(1) Is he aware of the Commonweaith
Government’s embargo on the ex=
port of finches overseas fromx
Western Australia?

(2} If so, does he agree with this em~-
bargo?

(3) If so, will he give his reasons for
supporting it? :

(4) If not, will he do all in his power
to have the embargo lifted?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Yes.

{2) No.

(3} See answer to No. (2),

(4) Yes. This matter, which has al=
ready been taken up with the
Prime Minister, will again he dis-
cussed at a Commonwealth-State
fauna authorities conference next
month.

PERTH GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL
Completion of Tennis Courts

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Is the Perth Girls’ High School
to remain s school?

(2) Is s0, does he agree that the pupils:
would be as entitled to zdeguate-
tennis-playing facilities as pupils.
attending other schools at which.
such provision has been made?

(3) In any event, will he take early-
steps to have the half-completed:
tennis courts put into a condition:
so that they might be used?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1), (2), and (3) The future use of this:
school is still under consideration.
The honourable member will be-
advised when a decision is reached.

FOOTBALL POOLS
Legality

Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Police:

(1) Is the football tipping competition
being conducted by the Daily News
newspaper being conducted con-
trary to the gaming provisions of
either the Criminal Code or the
Police Act?

(2) If so, will he assure the House
that arrests will be made and
charges laid accordingly?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) No.
(2} Answered by No. (1).
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GOVERNMENT ENTERPRISES
Transfer to Private Ounership

10. Mr.

)

FLETCHER asked the Premier:

Has the Government given assur-
ances that employees of Govern-
ment enterprises shall not be dis-
advantaged in respect of wages
and conditions if such undertak-
ings change to private ownership?

Long-Service Leave Entitlements
42) If so, will he undertake that em-

ployees 50 affected shall continue
1o obtain thelr long service leave
in accordance with governmental
qualifying perlods rather than the
20-year term?

. BRAND replied:

The Government has made it clear
that it will have proper regard for
the interests of the employees of
State trading concerns.

The exact nature of any changes
in conditions of service can be
determined only in the light of
each particular case if and when
negoliations are finalised.

A committee of senior officers is
examining the present conditions
of service and the possible effect
of any sale, and it will make re-
commendations and advise the
Government.

Such committee cannot complete
its recommendations until it has a
specific set of circumstances to
deal with.

DRIVING PUMP SHAFTS

Manufacturing Time and Cost

11. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Railways:

1)

@)

L))

1)
(2)
3}

On what date was actual fabrica-
tion commenced of the three
shafts X11148 for which an order
was said to have been placed on
the 25th February, 1960, and which
were said to have been completed
and to have passed Inspection on
the 4th August?

How many man-hours would ord-
inarily be required to make one
shaft XI1II48?

‘What was the cost of making each
shaft?

. COURT replied:

The 5th April, 1960.
About 15.

The costs are not yet finalised, but
progress records indicate that the
cost quoted in reply to the quest-
jon by the honourable member on
the 2nd August, 1960—that Is, £17
—will prove approximately correct.

RCA WAGONS

Railways Department Requirements

12, Mr.

TONKIN asked the Minister for

Railways:

)

2)
(3)

(4)
5)
(6)

Mr.

ey
D

(&)

1)
(5)

6

13. Mr.

Is the Rallways Department in
need of more RCA wagons?

Is the need urgent?

What is the estimated daily earn-
ing capacity of an RCA wagon?
Are there any RCA wagons at
present under construction?

If s0, by whom is construction in
whole or in part being done?

Are there any partly constructed
RCA wagons (and, if so, how
many), the completion and use of
which is delayed because of the
tardiness of a private contractor
in delivering bogies?

COURT replied:

Yes.

New bogie wagons are needed for
replacement of over-aged stock
and for current demands, and are
required for these purposes B8s
sgon as possible.

The earning capacity of a wagon
depends upon the type of traffic
it is used for, the distance it has
to travel, and whether any loade
ing limitation is necessary due to
the standard of the permanent
way on certain sections.

The RCA wagen is a general pur-
pose wagon and could be used for
classes of goods ranging irom the
lowest to the highest in the freight
classification.

Because of these diverse factors,
a8 reliable figure cannot be given,
but an average rate obtained by
dividing goods revenue by avall-
able wagons produces a figure of
approximately £6 for a bogle
wagon. This rate is regarded as
too empirical to be accepted as
a sound guide for individual
wagons.

Yes.

Midland Junection Workshops,
with the exception of bogies.
There are 92 RCA wagon bodies
awaiting supply of bogies from
contractors. This does not neces-
sarily denote tardiness of private
contractors, although deliveries
are not up to expectation.

WATER RATES
Increases
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

1)

Is he aware that there are in-
stances where rate notices recently
issued show increases exceeding 80
per cent. on the amount charged
lagt year?
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2)

(&)

L))
{5)

8

1)

2)
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In which districts would the in-
crease per cent. in charges be
highest?

Does he consider that an increase
from £9 2s. to £16 13s. such as
has been imposed on a Subiaco
resident can be justified?

If so, what is the justification?

Does the increase per cent. in the
total rates levied this year con-
stitute an all-time record?

If not, in what year was it ex-
ceeded?

. WILD replied:

Yes, in some instances where

the increased valuations are war-
ranted.

The districts in which progressive
reviews of annual valuations took
place during 1959-60. These dis-
tricts are as follows:—

Melville Road Board — Palmyra
and Bicton Wards;

Subiaco City Counecil:

Perth City Council—Leederville-
Wembley Wards, North Perth
Ward;

Perth Road Board — Scarhor-
ough, Doubleview;

Bayswater Road Board;

Midland Junction Couneil;

South Perth — Manning Ward;

Canning Road Board — River-
ton Ward;

Gosnells Road Board.

(3) and (4) On details of the proper-

5)
(6)

ty in question being made known,
further information will be sup-
plied.

No.
1953-54.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL

Introduction

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister repre-
sentitng the Minister for Local Govern-
ment:

Could he please indicate when the
Local Government Bill is likely to
be introduced this session?

. PERKINS replied:

A rough draft of the Bill has been
printed, and is now being checked
by the Crown Law officers. As
soon as this is completed, final
printing will be completed, and
the Bill will be introduced.
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CHILDREN OF SCHOOL-LEAVING

AGE
Detuails of 1958 Survey

15. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Education:

16.

8]

(2)

)]

4}

(5)

Mr,

18y
(2

—

(4)

(5)

Re his answer given to me in part
(2) of question No. 21—Voles
and Proceedings No. 4 of 1960—
could he please amplify the posi-
tion as to the 1958 survey of Gov~
ernunent schools whether this con-
cerned a State-wide coverage, and
also whether all Government
schools were included in the sur-
vey?

When, if ever, was a previous sur-
vey along similar lines conducted?
How does the 1 per cent. finding
of the 1958 survey compare with
previous findings? :

Is it possible to segregate the per-
centage of such children who con-
tinued on at school in country
areas during 19582

If so, what was the percentage of
the complete State age group?
WATTS replied:

(a) Yes.

(b) Yes.

and (3) It is known that none
has been conducted since 1940,
but whether any were before that
year is unknowtl.

It is possible to do this, but it is
by no mesans clear that any useful
purpose would be achieved.
Answered by No. (4).

NATIVE WELFARE ACT

Definition of “Next of Kin"”

Mr.

NORTON asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

(89

(2)

&

(4

1§ 9]

Who, under the Native Welfare
Act, are designated as the “next
of kin” of a natlve within the
meaning of the Act?

What becomes of a native’s pro-
perty at his death when he has
no “next of kin" as designated by
the Act?

Under what section of the Act or
by what regulation is the “next of
kin” defined?

Does he consider that these de-
finitions are fair and just?

. PERKINS replied:

If legally made, the distribution
is carried out under the provisions
of section 14 of the Administra-
tion Act, the next of kin being
primarily the parents or direct
descendants, unless the deceased
1s a {ribal native, when the next
gf kin is as set out in the reguia-
ions.
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(2) The property is converted into
cash and carried into a special
trust account called “Section 65",

(3) Native Welfare Regulation No.
106.

(4) I am considering legislation to
improve the provisions.

SNAFPPER FISHING
Investigation into Use of Traps
Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Fisheries:

(1) Has he received any report from
FR.Y. Lancelin in respect of the
investigation being carried out on
the catching of snapper by traps?

(2) If not, when can it be expected
that one will be submitted?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No.

{(2) It is expected that a report on the
results of the investigations,
which are still in train, will he
available some time in October.

NATIVES AT CARNARVON

Government Assistance for Rebuilding

18.

19.

Homes

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
the North-West:

(1) Has any assistance been given o
the coloured people at Carnarvon
who lost their dwellings during
the recent cyclone, to rebuild
their homes?

(2) If no assistance has been given,
will he give the reasons?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) Arrangements for rehousing
coloured people at Carnarvon are
in hand. There has been no dis-
crimination in assistance granted
to white and coloured people. 'The
Carnarvon Cyclone Relief Advis~
ory Committee has assisted some
coloured families by direct grants,
and flve coloured families will be
rehoused at an approximate cost
of £1,400 each.

(2) Answered by No. (1),

COLLIE RAILWAY INSTITUTE
Cost of Building and Furnishing

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for

Railways:
Will he inform the House of the
total cost of building and furnish-
ing the Railway Institute at
Collie?

Mr. COURT replied:
The total cost of the building
was £15,640, and I am informed
that furnishing costs amounted
to £1,512, giving a total of £17,152.
The furnishing was financed from
Railway Institute funds,

UNEMPLOYMENT

Comparison of May and June Figures
20. Mr, GRAHAM asked thz Premier:

(1> Was the total number of employ-
ment vacancies registered in
Western Australia fewer at the
end of June than at the end of
May this year?

(2) If so, hy how many?

(3) Was the total number of persons
registered as unemployed in West-
ern Australia more at the end of
June than at the end of May this
year?

(4) If so, by how many?

(5) Was the total number of reci-
pients of unemployment bhenefit
greater at the end of June than
at the end of May this year?

(6) 1f so, by how many?
Mr. BRAND replied:

Nos. (1) to (8) The employment posi-
tion has shown the customary
seasonal decline in June as com-
pared with May, but the flgures
for this year are hetter than those
of last year, and substantially
better than two years ago. The
fleures, together with comparable
figures for 1959 and 1958, are:—
Employment Vacancles:

1960 1959 1958

End of May ... 1,247 1,035 859
End of June ... 904 849 792
Decrease 343 186 67

Persons Reglstered for Employment
1860 1859 1958

End of May ... 4483 5972 5735
End of June ... 4.6 6074 6208
Increase 195 102 573

Reclplents of Unemployment Benefits:
1560 1959 1858

End of May ... 2075 2674 2543
End of June ... 2,254 2,939 3,005
Increage 19 265 462

REOPENED RAILWAY LINES
Cost of Alternative Road Transport

21. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Transport:

What would have been the cost
to the Government if road $rans-
port subsidies had heen paid in
respect of the goods hauled by
rail during the period rail ser-
vices operated on the Burakin-
Bonnie Rock and Lake Grace-
Hyden lines respectively this
year—

(a) under full subsidy condi-
tions;

(b) under suhsidy conditions
agreed upon at the time of
cessation of services, had
such continued?
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PERKINS replied:
(a) (B
£ £
18,200 13,000
22,200 15,860

Burakin-Bonnte Rock
Lake QGrace - Hyden ...

UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES
Financial Assistance from Common-

22. Mr.

wealth Benk
CRAIG asked the Minister for

Lands:

Has the Government given any
consideration to submitting pro-
posals to the Commonwealth De-
velopment Bank for financial as-
sistance to primary producers
whose properties are undeveloped
and who are unable to secure such
aid through normal channels?

August,

1660.]
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primary producers for develop-
mental loans, and each case iIs
being considered on its individusl
merits.

FREIGHT RATES

Increases and Previous Charges

23. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What rate in truck lots was

charged prior to the rise now in-
dicated by the Government on
the following {(based on 75, 150,
200, 250 mile hauls)—

{a) wheat, barley, oats;

() wool;

(¢) fencing materials;

(d) superphosphate;

(e) livestock;

Mr. BOVELL replied: (f) building materials;
Yes. Avenues, one of which is the (g} pyrites;
Commonwealth Development (h) mining machinery;
Bank, are being explored to as- (i} explosives:
certain whether financial aid is (i} road metal?
?vallab}; t.olprl.marty P‘,'I?guceg for (2) What will be the increased rate
arm development. e Com- charged on the above goods?
monwealth Development Bank is
now receiving applications from Mr. COURT replied:
76 Miles 150 Miles 200 Miles 250 Miles
Commodity A B A B A n A B
per ton per ton per ton per ton
5 . s, d. a8 d. 8. d. s, d. g d. 5. 4. 8, d.
(a) Wheat Barley Oals 0 7 36 6 3V 0 48 0 44 8 53 6 50 8 80 0
b) W 74 10 79 0 110 9 118 6 | 127 0 136 0 | 13710 148 0
O] Fencin Materials i & 53 0 64 8 74 0 71 0 82 @ 76 0@ 88 0
d) Superphosphate ... 0 7 33 5 3 0 42 7 44 8 49 0 50 3 65 0
&} leesmek—
Catt e . 103 2 179 8 28 3 800 O | 32611 365 0 | 370 0 425 0
Shee 14611 181 6 241 6 260 8 204 2 327 8 | 341 1 382 6
) Buuding Materlals 58 6 63 6 82 11 [ 8310 103 0 | 101 4 111 O
%Yﬂ 80 7 38 8 3 0 46 8 44 8 53 8 50 3 60 0
Mining Mnchlnery 58 & 63 6 82 11 90 8 9310 103 § | 101 4 111 O
1) Exp!osim . W05 11 135 8 17 11 234 6 20011 274 6 | 29211 805 0
 Road Metal a0 7 38 6 8 0 46 8 “ 8 63 8 B0 3 60 0

A
B
L]

Rates
Rates
From Norseman and

as at 31st August. 1860,
as from st Seplember, 1880.

algoorlle to Metropolitan Ares special rates apply.

24, This question was posiponed.
GOVERNMENT OFFICERS

26,
'y

(2)

D
(2}

Salaries

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Treasurer:

How many Government and semi-
Government officers draw salaries
in excess of £2,200 per annum?
How many of these officers draw
salaries in excess of £3,000 per an-
num?

. BRAND replied:

928.
183,

PERTH AIRPORT EXTENSIONS

26. Mr.
repr

Mr,

The

Sketch Plan

JAMIESON asked the Minister
esenting the Minister for Housing:
Would he make available a sketch
plan showing the proposed re-
sumptions for Perth Airport ex-
tensions so that the answer to
question No. 24 of Tuesday the
2nd August would be more readily
appreciated?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The filles can now be laid on the
table of the house for one week.

files were tabled.
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CROSSWALKS

Zigzag Markings in Guildford-Midland

Electorate

27A.Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Transport:

Will he arrange to have Zzigzag
markings on the approach to all
pedestrian crossings in the Gulld-
ford-Midland electorate?

Mr. PERKINS replied:

As a first step, zigzag markings
will be painted on the approaches
to pedestrian crossings on major
roads only. It is not at present
the intention to provide this treat-
ment on pedestrian crossings on
minor roads.

Flashing Lights in Guildford-Midland

Area

27B. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Mr.

Transport:

Does he contemplate erecting any
flashing signals on any pedestrian
crossing in the Guildford-Mid-
land electorate during the next
twelve months?

PERKINS replied:
No.

LLOYD STREET CROSSING,

MIDLAND JUNCTION
Ereetion of Overhead Bridge

27C. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

28.

2)

Transport:

Will he consider building an over-
head bridge at the Lloyd Street
crossing, Midland Junction, to en-
able free flow of traffic to the
abattoir and the railways work-
shaps.

. PERKINS replied:
The result of detailed studies of
vehicular traffic movements at the
Lloyd Street crossing showed that
delays were not excessive, and in
consequence an overhead bridge is
not justified.

JET AIRCRAFT

Effect of Use at Perth Airport

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Has he considered the impact of

noise, fumes, and dust on residents
adjacent to the Perth Airport with
jet aircraft using the airport in
the future?

Will he advise the House of the
results of any inquiries he or the
Minister for Housing has made in
respect of the effects of jet aircraft
being used on Eastern States air-
ports?

Mr.

1)

(2)

29. Mr.

(o)

(2)
@&

Mr,

)
(2)
(3)

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Consideration has been given to
this matter; and whilst it is con-
sidered that there may be some
inconvenience to persons in the
vicinity, no health hazard can be
foreseen.

No results of inquiries have been
received from the Eastern States,
but information is heing sought.

EAST-WEST ROAD
Bituminisation

BICKERTON asked the Premier:
Will he advise the approximate
cost to this State of sealing the
Eyre Highway?

What mileage is involved?

What would the State gain if this
work was carried out?

BRAND replied:

The estimated cost of sealing the
Eyre Highway within the State is—
£5,280,000.

463 miles. ’

(a) A faster and more comfort-
able journey for the substan-
tial number of people now
using the road.

Improved transport facilities
for the pastoralists who de-
pend upon the road for their
requirements.

A substantial increase in the
number of visitors to Western
Austrella, particularly among
family men with light cars
who could not otherwise
afford the journey, and a
consequent expansion of in-
terest in the State

A reliable defence link with
the Eastern Siates, which is
%tlgrigly supported by the

h)

(c)

)

I might add that, above all, a main high-
way from one side of this country to the
other must, in the main, benefit this State.

Modern

highways in s country where so

many motor-cars are used are of national
importance.

30. This question was posiponed,

ITINERANT TEACHERS

Cost in Murchison and North-West

31A.Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

What is the total cost to the Edu-
cation Department for the two
itinerant teachers now operating
in the Murchison and North-
West?

. WATTS replied:

Approximately £3,700.
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SCHOOL OF THE AIR
Cost of Meckatharre Project

31B. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister

for Education:

What is the total estimated
annual cost fto the Education
Department for operating and
staffing the School of the Air,
Meekatharra?
. WATTS replied:

Approximately £1,600.

Costs vary with classifieation of
teachers. If the itinerant teachers
had the same classification as the
teacher in charge of the School
of the Air, the respective costs
would be—

(1) Approximately £4,200.

(2) Approximately £1,600,

RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT
Costing System

32. Mr. TCNKIN asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) For “distinctly railway manufac-
turing requirements,” what is the
department’s costing system re-
quired to show?

What items comprise the total
cost?

What additional information is
necessary before the cost arrived
at under Railways Department
costing can be used for comparison
with outside sale prices?

Of what practical value is a cost
flgure which is impossible of com-~
parison with outside tenders?

COURT replied:

The costing system is intended to
provide the direct costs and a pro-
portion of the indireet costs in-
cluded under the heading of
“Workshops” in the printed esti-
mates, in respect of workshops
output.

Answered by No. (1).

A revision of the costing system
would be necessary to provide for,
among other things, a separate
indirect rate for each shop plus
provision for other indirect costs,
such as depreciation, interest, in-
surance, administration, ete. Such
a revision of the existing system
would need to cover the whole of
the workshops activities and I am
advised that this would not justify
the cost invelved.

The bulk of the work at Midland
Junction, being mainly mainten-
ance in nature, is specialised work
for which the guestion of tenders
does not arise. The costing system
employed is adequate for this
purpose.

2
3)

4)

Mr.
(1)

(2)
)

4)

33.

34,
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WATER RATES
Uniform Assessment Basis

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) On what date was action first
taken by the Water Supply De-
partment to rate residential and
business properties on & uniform
basis, f.e., on 75 per cent. of net
valuations instead of 60 per cent.?
To which particular distriet did
this initial action apply?

On what date was the attentlon
of the Minister for Water Supplies
first drawn to the different levels
of assessment as between resi-
dential and business properties?
On what date was ministerial ap-
proval given to remove the differ-
erice in the levels of assessment
of valuations as between resi-
dential and business premises?
Will he table the relevant minute
bearing the Minister's signature?
Did the difference in the levels
of assessment above referred to.
oceur as a result of error or

2
(3}

1)

(5)
¢Y

deliberate action in following
policy?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) There was no specific date, but

the matter was under general con-
sideration by the department early
in May.

This action did not apply to an¥
particuiar disiriet, but to those
districts named in the reply to
the honourable member’s question
of the 2nd August.

Attention was drawn by the
Under-Secretary for Metropolitan
Water Supply early in May, as
was also done to the honourable
member himself when he was
Minister for Water Supplies on
the 3rd August, 1953.

The 17th May, 1960.

Yes, for one day.

It was the accepted policy at the
time.

I have the minute here and I move
that it be laid on the Table of the
House for one day.

The minute was tabled.

2)

3)

(4}
(5}
6

SLEEPERS

Tenders for Supply to Railways
Department

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1> When did contracts for the supply
of sleepers for the W.A.GR. last
year expire?

(2) Have tenders heen called for the
supply of sleepers to the W.AGR.
this year?



352

(3
(&)
(5)
(6
D
(8}
(9)

(10}

Mr.

¢y
(2>
3

(4)

(G))

(6)
&)
@
(€:))

(10}

[ASSEMBLY.]

What number is being sought other
than from the railway mill?
Which sawmillers submitted ten-
ders?

What was the tender price of each
such sawmiller?

Has a decision yet been made with
regard to orders?

If so, who are the successful ten-
derers, and at what price?

If not, when is it likely to be
made?

Meanwhile, on what basis are
sleepers at present being supplied?
What quantity of sleepers will be
supplied by the railway mill this
year?

COURT replied:

The 30th June, 1960.

Yes.

Tenderers were invited to give al-
ternative prices for 305,000,
200,000, or 150,000.

Twenty-two tenders were received,
and these are in the process of
examination.

It is undesirable to divulge the
prices at this juncture.

No.

Answered by No. (8).

This is contingent on further ad-
vice being sought by the Tender
Board from tenderers.

Stocks on hand are sufficient for
immediate requirements.

This has yet to be determined fol-
lowing examination of all tenders.

ELECTRICITY SUPFPLIES

Effect of Bunbury QOutput on Rallway

35. Mr.

Revenue
FLETCHER asked the Minister for

Electricity:

(1)

2)

(3}

If Bunbury power station is to
carry the future preponderance of
load instead of South Fremantle
and East Perth power stations,
would not the State Electricity
Comimission saving in coal haulage
be negatived by loss in railway
revenue at present obtained in rail
freight from Collie to metropoli-
tan stations?

What would he the approximate
profit or loss?

Absorption of Excess Power

With 120,000 kws. ultimately from
Bunbury power station, plus 55,000
kws. from East Perth power sta-
tion, plus 100,000 kws. from South
Fremantle power station, with only
a small proportion of this power
at present in use, what are the
other anticipated industries that
will require the excess in the fore-
seeable future?

Pyrchase of Collie Power Station

€Y

Mr.
(1)

(3}

4)

Plant

Is the Government committed to
buying the proposed Collie power
station plant now, or obtaining,
possibly, a more modern plant in,
say, five years’ time?

WA'TTS replied:

and (2) While there will be a re-
duction in railway revenue, there
will also be a substantial reduc-
tion in the Raijlways Commission’'s
operating costs.

The power station at Collie is not
related to any particular industry.
Experience has shown that the
State Electricity Commission must
plan for an increase in load of not
less than 8 per cent. per annum
to cover the increase in demand
of industry, homes, and farms, and
all the considerable extensions
that are contemplated.

Tenders have not yet been called
for plant for the Collie power
station, but considerable time is
required for the manufacture of
plant and for the construction of
site warks.

36. This question was postponed.

1.

QUESTIONS .WITHOUT NOTICE

NEW INDUSTRY

Press Report Regarding Establishment

Mr.

HEAL asked the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:

I understand it has been, or will
be, announced that a new big
industry is planning to come to
Western Australia. Would this be
the opportune time for the Minis-
ter to make a statement to the
House in regard to that industry?

. COURT replied:

I cannot quite gather what the
honourable member seeks to find
out. Perhaps he has some in-
formation which is not known to
this House or to me, From what
he has said, I am afraid I cannot
be expected to give an answer.

. HEAL: On today's placards of the

Daily News is a heading worded
“Big New Industry Planned for
W.A." I would have thought that
the Minister would know some-
thing abhout it. If so, would he
gtve some information to the
House?

. COURT: I have not seen today’s

Deaily News. Whilst the Govern-
ment has many new industries
under negotiation, we have none
that we wish to announce or to
foreshadow at this point of time.
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The SPEAKER: The question relates

to the Daily News rather than to
the department for which the
Minister is responsible.

RAIL FREIGHTS

Reduction on Diesel Fuel and Furnace

2. Mr.

0il
BURT asked fthe Minister for

Railways:

The Government’s Press state-
ment on freight and fare adjust-
ments referred {0 a reduction in
rates for motor spirits, distillates,
and kerosene 2s an aid to agricul-
ture and decentralisation.

. In view of the importance of diesel

3. Mr.

fuel and furnace oil to country
power stations and the mining in-
dustry, will he agree to the inclu-
sion of diesel fuel and furnace oil
under the same conditions as
motor spirits, distillates, and kero-
sene?

. COURT replied:

The honourable member can be
assured there will he no increase
of diesel fuel and furnace oil
freights.

On this occasion an attempt is
being made to simplify the rail-
way freight schedules and classi-
ficationg, and there are some de-
tails which need amplification for
the information of railway ecus-
tomers before they become effec-
tive on the lst September.

Details of the method of treating
the complete range of petroleum
products will be covered in a
statement early next week.

Reduction on Coal
MAY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways:

In view of the favourable aiien-
tion that is being given by the
Government to foreign fuel used
in this State, will he also give
some assurance that he will
give consideration to a reduction
in the coal freight, in the same
manner as consideration is being
given to a reduction in oil fuel
freights?

. COURT replied:

I c¢an assure the honourable
member that every consideration
will be given by me to freight in
respect of coal. If he is referring
particularly to coal going to Kal-
goorlie, no increase Is proposed
on that freight.

Effect of Increases on Goldfields

4. Mr.

MOIR asked the Minister for

Railways:

5. Mr,

In view of the importance of the
workers to the indusiries on the
goldfields, would he give con-
sideration to withholding or not
increasing the freights on food-
stuffs and the requirements for
all domestic purposes to the gold-
fields?

. COURT replied:

The Government is receiving a
deputation from the mining in-

‘dustry regarding the impact of

freights on the mining industry
generally. This deputation is
timed for next Wednesday.
Regarding the guestion relating
to foodstuffs and so on being
transported to the goldfields, I do
not think any special concession
can be given there, because the
goldfields already enjoy a very
considerable advantage in their
freishts because of the heavily
telescoped system of freighting we
use in this State.

DIESEL ENGINES
Number on Order
MAY asked the Minister for Rail~

ways:

He recently promised to inform
the House how many, if any, diesel
engines were on order and
whether he proposed to order any
in future, Will he do so?

. COURT replied:

I am sorry; I did promise the hon-
ourable member that I would get
the specific information on main
line diesel engines. I told him
that to the best of my knowledge
there was none on order. I must
confess that I did not follow up
that question, and I will inform
the honourable member and the
House later this afternoon.

REOPENING OF RAILWAY LINES
Effect on Deparimental Finances

6. Mr.

GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Railways:

In view of the replies given to me
today by the Minister for Trans-
port indicating the extent of road
subsidies which would have been
paid on the Burakin-Bonnie Rock
and Lake Grace-Hyden railway
areas had those lines not been re-
opened, will he reaffirm his state-
ments made earlier this session
that the Government saved money
by reopening the railways?
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7.

Mr.
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Mr. COURT replied:

I did not pay particular attention
to the answer given by the Minis-
ter for Transport, so I really do
not know what answers were sup-
plied; but I will have a look at
them. I also wani to make this
point by way of reply: I cannot
remember saying that the Govern-
ment would save money by the re-
opening of the railways. I did
indicate it was estimated that the
loss on operating costs would be
less than the actual road subsidies
which would be paid. The hon-
ourable memhber queried that
figure because he was particularly
anxious that the flgures on
depreciation and interest were
included. I will examine the
answers; and if the honourable
member requires a further answer
on Tuesday, I will be only too
pleased to give it.

Graham: I would like it given
with an apology, too.

STATE PURCHASE HOMES
Analysis of Arrears

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Housing:

Last week, when I addressed a
question to him in respect of the
larger deposits now sought by the
Housing Commission for homes to
be purchased under the State
Housing Act, he informed me that
an analysis of arrears on purchase
accounts showed that the highest
number of arrears and the largest
amount of arrears are where a
purchaser pays a deposit of only
£50. This afternoon he is unable
to supply me with a copy of the
anglysis which was made, saying
it required considerable research;
and I ask the Minister accord-
ingly: Does his answer mean that
the reply given last week was false
in that there was no survey under-
taken on which the decision was
made to increase from £50 to £100
the standard minimum deposit for
the purchase of State Housing
Commission homes?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No. The answer was not false.
All the information that I can
give the honourable member at
the present time is that, as was
stated earlier, further research is
required in order to pravide him
with the information he requires,
and this will be supplied at the
earliest possible opportunity.

. GRAHAM:. Does this not mean
then that the Government made &
decision to increase the deposits
from £50 to £100 as standard

Mr,

Mr.

practice without having support-
ing facts and figures before it, in
view of the fact that he is un-
able to supply me with the basis
on which the Government’s deter-
mination was made?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
It means nothing of the kind.

Graham; What does it mean?
Are you trying to befuddle us?

EAST-WEST ROAD BITUMINISATION
Priority over Improvement to State

8.

Mr.

. Graham:

., Graham: Of course it is!

Roads

BICKERTON asked the Premier:
Does he not consider that the
amount of money to be used on
bituminising the Eyre Highway
would be used to the greater ad-
vantage of the State if it were
used for bituminising highways in
the North-West, particularly in
regard to the coastal highway
from Carnarvon to perhaps Wynd-
ham, in view of the fact that this
year's programme for bituminising
in my electorate was only about
five miles; and in the Kimberley
electorate, about 25 miles?

. BRAND replied:

More money is being spent on
roads north of the 26th parallel
than has ever been spent. It rep-
resents an amount of £1,300,000.

Graham: He gets more from
licenses than hefore.

BRAND: They were increased
while your Government was in
office.

Why didn't you reduce
them if you didn't like it?

. BRAND: We followed your ex-

ample. The answer to the line
of argument put up by the mem-
ber for Pilbara, that the local
roads always come frst, is that
they have the highest priority., As
every Minister knows, when re-
ceiving deputations, the local pro-
gramme has always top priority.

. Graham: W.A. before South Aus-

tralia!

. BRAND: It is not a2 matter of

South Australia at all, and you
should know it.

Serve
our own people first.

. BRAND: If the books could be

searched, I am sure there would
be some indication that the then
Minister for Transport, the mem-
ber for East Perth, was not op-
posed to the idea of an east-west
road.

. Graham: Produce your evidence.
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. BRAND: Let me say this: Seeing

that there are 9,000,000 peopie in
the Eastern States and 700,000 odd
in Western Australia, I am of the
opinion that Western Australia
has everything to gain from a
national highway from the east to
the west.

Graham: More Eastern States
people will be using it than W.A.
people.

It does not mean we
are going to expend all the money
on it. A portion must be laid at
the door of South Australis and
a request will be made to the Com-
monwealth to bear its share, I am
absolutely certain it is one of the
means of breaking down the isola-
tion of this State.

. Graham: Tommy rot!
. BRAND:

It is not rot. I have
always given the member for East
Perth credit for forward thinking
in the maiter of road transport
and traffic planning; and if he
thinks a little more, I am sure he
will agree that an east-west road
is of national importance and
Western Australia should contri-
bute its proportion towards the
construction.

HEALTH COUNCIL
Minutes and Reports
HENN asked the Minister for

Health:

In the answer to part (3) of ques-
tion No. 4 the Minister mentioned
the minutes of the last meéeting of
the State Health Council dated
the 11th July, 1960, He also re-
ferred to the general report on
the activities of the council
appearing in the commissioner’'s
annual report. I would like to
ask the Minister whether he would
place on the Table of the House
for perusal by members the min-
utes of the last meeting, Also, as
the most recent available report
of the Commissioner of Public
Hesalth is for 1858, would the
Minister be good enough to place
on the Table of the House a type-
written report for at least 1959;
and, if possible, for 1960?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

I am afraid I cannot see my way
clear to place on the Table of the
House the minutes of the State
Health Council. They are con-
fined to advice to me as Minister
for Health. The 1959 report of
the Health Department will he
tabled as soon as it is available.

May: When they have had a
meeting,

Mr.
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ROSS HUTCHINSON: As a
matter of fact, I requested the
acting Commissioner of Public
Health this morning to endeavour
to expedite the presentation of the
report.

ITINERANT TEACHERS

Cost in Murchison and North-West

10. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

Mr.

In reply to question No. 31A today
the Minister said that the approxi-
mate cost of the two itinerant
teachers was £3,700. Could he
tell us whether tha{ amount in-
cludes the cost of running their
vehicles plus the depreciation and
interest on them?

WATTS replied:

To the best of my knowledge it
does: but to make sure, I will
acquaint the honourable member
with the answer on Tuesday.

EAST-WEST ROAD BITUMINISATION
Priority over Sealing of Perth-Wyndham

Road

11. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Premier:

12,

Mr.

Did not the Liberal Party promise
during the election campaign to
seal the road between Perth and
Wyndham? If so, why is there
the sudden change in regard to
the sealing of the road between
the East and the West?

. BRAND replied:

I think we did; and we are pro-
ceeding to do so towards Carnar-
von. It was stated that in the
fullness of time—

Tonkin: A proclamation would
be issued.
. BRAND: —a proclamation would

be issued to the effect that we
would do just that.

WATER RATES
Uniform Assessment Basis
TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:

When speaking in the House a
few evenings ago the Minister for
Water Supplies read a minute
which he said indicated that I
had instructed the Water Supply
Department to hwry up with re-
valuations in order to remove
anomalies. He conveyed the im-
pression to the House that those
anomalies were the same angma-
lies that he has recently removed.
Today I addressed the following
guestion to the Minister:—
On what date was action first
taken by the Water Supply De-
partment to rate residential
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and business properties on a
uniform basis; that is, on 75 per
cent. of net valuations instead
of 60 per cent?
His answer was that it was in
May. There was no specific date
given; but he said that it was
under general consideration by
the department early in May., I
would like to ask the Minister by
what process could I, back in
1953, 1954, 1955, or 1856, have
instructed the department to re-
move an anomaly which was only
considered by the department for
the first time in 1860?

. Ross Hutchinson: Tell him to
put it on the notice paper.
Mr. WILD replied:

I suggest the honourable member
place that question on the notice

paper.
Mr. Tonkin: I bet you do!
Mr. Hawke: A junior Minister dictat-

ing to a senior Minister, too.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY

Sixth Day
Debate resumed from the 10th August.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin)
[2.55]1; I wish briefly to suppert the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply
moved by the member for Canning. I do
so with considerable pleasure because of
the great strides this State has made since
the present Government took office.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Mr. 'W. A, MANNING: I am sure that
every member of this House will agree with
me in that remark—

Mr, W, Hegney: I am sure they won't!

Mr., W. A. MANNING: —because it is
true.

Mr. Bickerton: They have made the
strides and left the coats off.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I was very in-
terested in some of the remarks made by
the member for Albany towards the end
of his speech. He was the last one to speak
on this motion, and he gave us a very in-
teresting summary of the industries which
were operating in Albany. He enumerated
several of them such as the woollen mills,
fish canneries, and so on; and we realise
that these industries are the very backbone
of the growing town of Alhany. Albany is
an important place; and when we consider
these industries we find that evervone of
them is run by private enterprise.

Mr. Hawke: Good Lord!

[ASSEMEBLY.]

Mr. W. A. MANNING: If it were not for
private enterprise, which has established
business in Albany, the member for
Albany—

The SPEAKER.: Order! There is too
much talking and too much noise alto-
gether. If members must move out, please
move oui quietly.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: Thank you, MTr.
Speaker. I could hardly hear myself.

Mr. Hawke: You were not missing any-
thing.

Mr, W. A. MANNING: As I was saying, if
it were not for private enterprise, which
has established business in Albany, the
town would be a comparatively smail one
today. However, in contrast to that, I
notice that the member for Albany is never
behind the door in seeking some of the
amenities which can be provided by Gov-
ernment funds. I think he has an endless
list of schools, bridges, hospitals, and
shipping facilities that are required. TI%
makes one wonder where he expects the
money for these things to come from.

Mr. Hall: From Bunbury.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I can quite under-
stand why I am able to detect an antagon-
ism between Albany and Bunbury.

Mr. Roberts: There is no antagonism
from Bunbury.

The SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: But that does not
enter into my thinking today, because what
is happening in Albany is typical of what is
happening everywhere else. The backbhone
of industry in this State is privately owned.
The backbone of the amenities supplied
comes from Governmeni sources; and we
find that the Government money which is
derived from loan funds is the only source
from which we can secure the schools,
hospitals, etc., that I have already enum-
erated. The acquisition of these ameni-
ties i5 dependent upon Government loan
funds. Therefore, I suggest that if the
Government were to devoie its loan funds
to building up the State trading concerns,
the member for Albany, and every other
member, must be deprived of the amenities
he so desires for his particular district.

I feel that is the background of the
principle of supporting the present Gov-
ernment in its decision to sell a number of
State trading concerns.

Mr. Hawke: You would not know how
much State money has been made avail-
able to the Albany Woollen Mills over the
years, would you?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I believe—

Mr. Hawke: Hundreds of thousands of
pounds.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: —that money at
present invested in the State trading con-
cerns—something like £2,500,000—could be
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easily used {0 heiter advantage by the Gov-
ernment in providing the amenities which
are essentially derived from Government
loan funds.

I believe that such action on the part
of the present Government spells progress
in regard to Government responsibility.
As the concerns are sold to private enter-
prise, progress will be ensured for the par-
ticular industries; because I believe that if
a private industry purchases a Govern-
ment trading concern, its only interest is
also that of the State because it will en-
deavour to secure the advancement of that
industry.

Some Government concerns reqguire, every
year, loan funds for capital extension;
others are losing concerns, Whichever one
it is—whether it is a losing concern or a
progressive concern—it is still a call on
Government funds. If it is a losing propo-
sition, we are subsidising the partieular in-
dustry; if it is progressive, we have to find
capital for its progress.

Mr. W. Hegney: Would you suggest that
the Rural and Industries Bank be discon-
tinued?

Mr. W. A MANNING: I have no sugges-
tion regarding that at all.

Mr. W. Hegney: Then you are incon-
sistent.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: There is one
feature I would like to emphasise, and
that is the progress this Government has
made with land settlement. We notice
from the Governor's Speech that 1,500,000
acres of Crown land have been opened for
selection under conditional purchase;
15,000,000 acres in the Eucla division have
been classified, and half will be designed
into pastoral holdings. A further 2,000,000
acres have been made available far pastoral
leasing in the Kimberleys. In addition,
there has been an advance in the develop-
ment of the North with the Ord River
scheme, However, great as the advance
has been, further advances can be made:

At present there is a trial plat about
50 miles east of Hyden—east of the rabbit-
proof fence—to find out the prospects of
that particular area. It is on the western
side of Forrestania. Raln gauges have
been placed there because, although we
know that the rainfall is good, we have no
reliable information, as to what it actually
is. Those are matters which are receiving
the attention of the Clovernment at pres-
ent; and great as the accomplishments
have been, there will be for many years
no limit on the advancement that can be
made in opening up our great State.

Mast of the allocations of land in recent
times have been to those who have proved
they have the capital for development. 1
belfeve that this is quite a sound policy
while the people are willing to go from
other places, or from our own State, and
invest in these new areas. But I feel that
some scheme should be inaugurated for
those who have only a minimum of capital

[26)

357

in £ s. d., but whose main capital is physi-
cal energy and a determination to succeed
on the land.

Mr. Rowberry: Now you are talking
sense.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I think we
should have some scheme to provide for
these people, and I know there are many
of them, Numbers of them would succeed.
Doubtless some would fail, but that is in-
evitable in a scheme of that kind. How-
ever, I believe that serious aftention must
be given to providing land for people in
that category.

I realise that sometimes it is argued,
‘“Why give people an cpportunity to open
up a farm which, after all, is a business?
We do not help them to go into retail
stores, or any business of that kind, simply
because they would like to open up & husi-
ness.” I think that argument falls down,
because, in a State like ours, we need to
develop the open spaces which, at present,
are untouched; and who can do that
hetter than those who are willing to go out
and do a job if they are given a certain
amount of bhacking? They could be paid
according to the progress they made.
They need not be advanced huge sums of
money to spend as they liked; they could
be paid according to the job they did; as
they developed their properties, so they
could receive advances to cover the cost.
1 hgpe something will be done in that re-
gard.

I have been pleased to notice that ad-
vances have been made in examining the
utilisation of forest country. Some of the
State forests, and lands that are reserved
for forests, have no marketable timber on
them—or if they have there is very little
of it. There is no doubt that those lands
should be thrown open for agricultural
pursuits; and it was with great pleasure
that I noticed a considerable advance is
being made by an inquiry into this mat-
ter. I hope the committee's inquiries will
bhe speeded up.

I should like to mention, too, the ad-
vances we have made in agricultural edu-
cation since this Government took office.
The previous Government could not in
any way be persuaded that the provision
of facilities for agricultural education was
of any importance at all: for example, the
previous Government's constant refusal to
provide dormitory accommadation at the
Narrogin School of Agriculture. Because
of that, students were deprived of the op-
portunity of being educated at the school.

Mr. W. Hegney: The same policy as was
adopted by the previous Liberal Party-
Country Party Government, of which your
leader was a prominent member.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: Thanks to the
present Government those dormitories are
well on the way to completion, and there
will be an extension of the education pro-
vided at that institution.
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Mr. Rowherry:
priority?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: After all, this
is a primary-producing State, and if we
are not prepared to educate those who
are going on the land, whom are we going
to educate? The primary industries are
among the most essential industries in
this State, and I commend the present
Government for its activities in this
regard.

Advances are being made in the pro-
vision of transport in those districts which
were so abruptly deprived of their railway
services without being given a suitable
substitute. The problem is being un-
ravelled in a way which is proving satis-
factory to all concerned.

Mr. Graham: What do you mean—
“Without a satisfactory substitute”? It
is still the same road transport service
now as it was then.

" Mr. W. A, MANNING: T am not speaking
of that.

Mr. Graham: What are you talking
about? Let us into the secret.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am speaking
of the roads for one thing, and the trans-
port services; they are not the same ser-
vices as these districts had previously, as
the honourable member would well know.

Mr. Graham: No,

Mr. W. A, MANNING: One of the great
problems of this State is decentralisation.
I have mentioned previously that the bulk
of our exports are primary products; and
the bulk of the imporis from interstate
are goods which we could well manufac-
ture in Western Australia. I realise it is
& problem, because we are comparatively
undeveloped in the industrial sense com-
pared with the Eastern States. The prob-
lem is how can new industries compete
against old established ones? I believe it
must be overcome in some way short of
secession, which was a burning issue some
years ago—1I am hot sure that there is not
something in it, even today, when we see
what happens to the struggling industries
of this State which have very little chance
of competing with the older-established
industries of the Eastern States. How-
ever, no-one would really desire sach a
step to be taken, but something must be
done about the problem.

I believe one way to bring about de-
centralisation is, as I have already men-
tioned, the opening up of new country—
the throwing open of land—so that we can
increase our primary production. If we
do that throughout the State, then the
agricultural areas, the inland towns, and
the ocuter ports will all receive their due
proportion of trade, and decentralisation
will eome about naturally.

Mr. W. Hegney: The
freights would help that!

How did they get

inereased rail
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: Increased rail
freights become a necessity when spiral-
ling costs catch up; eventually a stage is
reached where even we, who are totally
opposed to any increases, simply have to
accept what is inevitable in the circum-
stances. These are problems which we
have to face; and the honourahble member
has touched upon a point which concerns
us very much. I refer to rising cocsts.
Costs have been rising all the time, but the
prices of our primary products overseas
have remained stationary. That is the
pioblem we are faced with at the moment.
One could go on for a long time enumerat-
ing the things that have already been done
by this Government,

Mr. W. Hegney: Too right you could!

Mr., W. A, MANNING: I thank the hon-
ourable member very muech for his inter-
jection and offer him my congratulations.
However, the Government has shown great
activity in granting extensions; tourist
activity has been stimulated: the welfare
of the natives has been improved, and
great attention has been paid to child
welfare. The Government's activities in
these fields could be elaborated on even
further, but I do not propose to do so at
this stage. I am sure I will have ample
opportunity to speak on those matters
apart from the debate on the Address-in-
Reply.

MR. BRADY {Guildford-Midiand)
[3.11]): There are many matters that affect
my electorate, gver which the Government
has shown some contrel or lack of control,
and I want to draw the Minister’s atten-
tion to those matters and point out the
many difficulties I have experienced in
regard to them. The other evening, when
I spoke on the amendment to the Address-
in-Reply, I addressed myself at length to
the Midland Junction Workshops and the
necessity for keeping both capital work
and repair work up to a2 maximum. So
I will not deal at length today with mat-
ters affecting the workshops, except to say
that I hope the Minister for Railways will
take heed of the advice I gave him about
having an up-to-date costing system in-
stituted for the workshops in an endeavour
to break down the exorbitant prices the
Railways Department is paying for parts
manufactured by outside firms, which
could be manufactured in the Midland
Junction Workshops.

The member for Melville this afterncon
asked the Minister for Railways some
questions on the railway costing system;
and when the Minister replied, I could not
help but feel that there is very little effort
needed to bring the railway costing sys-
tem up to date from the state it is in at
present. Therefore, I hope the Minister
will see his way clear fto ensure that an
up-to-date costing system will be put into
operation so that we will not have the
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continual excuse that the cost of manu-
facturing in the Midland Junction Work-
shops is too high, Let us examine the
position and see whether costs are too
high, and let us ascertain where the weak-
nesses exist, I do not think there
are any weaknesses., If such an examina-
tion is made and the true position realised,
I am sure we will not have the spectacle
of losing to outside firms work that could
be performed in the workshops at Mid-
land Junction.

I can see no reason why large private
engineering firms should be given the op-
portunity to make excessive profits at the
expense of the Railways Department which,
in turn, has {o increase freights and fares;
and such increases, of course, have to be
obtained from the average metropolitan
traveller and the people in the country.

I have many matters I wish to bring
to the attention of the House today,
one in particular being pedestrian cross-
walks. I asked the Minister this after-
noon a question aboul placing zigzag
markings at all the crosswalks in the
Guildford-Midland electorate. The Minis-
ter replied that such markings would bhe
placed on ali the main roads but that
was all that would be done for the time
being. The time is long overdue when
the Minister should closely examine the
whole question of pedestrian erosswalks.
In the metropolitan area there are many
spots, including several in my electorate,
where pedestrian crosswalks are provided,
but I am doubtful whether they are war-
ranted at those points. On the other hand,
there are many other places where pedes-
trian crosswalks should be marked on the
road, but where, unfortunately, none exists.
The whole system of providing pedesirian
crosswalks is completely haywire.

We now have the Transport Department,
the Main Reads Department, and the
Police Department trying to put into effect
a regulation governing pedestrian eross-
walks which in my opinion, is unworkable
and unrealistic, and should not be en-
forced. The main condition of this regu-
lation is that before a pedestrian cross-
walk can be marked on a road at any given
point in the metropolitan area, the pedes-
trian-vehicle conflict at that point has to
reach a figure of 48,500. That figure, in
my opinion, is excessive for certain parts
of the city and suburbs, although I am
given to believe that the figure is less than
that which is stipulated in the Eastern
States. The general principle behind this
provision for setting the pedestrian-vehicle
conflict at a figure of 48,500 may be quite
all right in theory, but throughout the
metropolitan area I can point to spots
which prove the exception to the rule.

In some places where there is a maxi-
mum number of people entering a given
ares at & given time, and there is a maxi-
mum number of vehicles passing through
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that area at a given time, pedestrian ¢ross-
walks are provided; but there is no real
danger at those points. At other places
where pedestrian crosswalks are not pro-
vided and the pedestrian-vehicle conflict
is far less than 48,500, the danger to ped-
estrians is far greater than at those spots
where the maximum figure of pedestrian-
vehicle conflict is supposed to exist. I saw
an example of that this morning at the
Karrakatta Cemetery crosswalk. In my
opinion, there is less pedestrian-vehicle
conflict there than at any other point in
the metropolitan area. Despite that, a
crosswalk is marked on the road outside
the cemetery.

I have asked for three pedestrian cross-
walks to be placed in the vicinity of three
schools in my electorate, but I have been
unsuccessful in having them provided. The
more I travel around the metropolitan
area, the more I realise that the position
relating to pedestrian crosswalks has gone
haywire. The Minister for Transport, the
Minister for Main Roads, and the Minister
for Peolice should have a conference on
the matter to see if a more realistic ap-
proach cannot be made to the problem,

Also, the present system is quite unfair.
At some pedestrian crosswalks, many
warning signs or signals are provided. At
some places there are zebra crossings for
pedestrians. At other points there are stop
signs, walking-leg signs, school warning
signs, and flashing lights; and finally, only
last week, as an experiment, a boom was
used across the read in the vicinity of »
school in Mt. Lawley. Therefore, it can be
seen that at some pedestrian crosswalks
there is one, or more than one, kind of
warning provided; but at other crosswalks,
where there should be warnings, nothing
is provided.

Further, and what is more important, at
those points where no type of warning is
provided, many primary school children
have to cross the road. Those are the
places where the parents warn their chil-
dren not to cross the road in front of a
vehicle unless they are sure that the road
is quite clear. As a result, when there is
any volume of traffic on the road, the
children stand on the feotpath in trepida-
tion wondering whether they should cross
the road or remain standing on the foot-
path in safety and he late for school,
Then again, at those places where pedes-
trian crosswalks are laid down, there are
many instances when vehicles will not give
way to the pedestrians despite the fact
that the Minister only a short time ago
amended the regulation to make it quite
clear that any vehicle approaching a
crosswalk must give way to any pedestrian
who has entered upon it.

If the Minister made an inspection of
those spots in the vicinity of schools where
children have to cross the road in order
to get to school or to return home, he
would realise that not only the children,
but also adults, are frightened to cross at
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those times when vehicles are troTilline in
their hundreds along the roads. I would
like to see the three Ministers concerned
get their heads together to improve this
situation so as to prevent any further
major fatalities occurring such as that
mentioned by the member for Albany the
aother night. When he mentioned certain
activities he got an immediate response.

Therefore, I desire to see more pedes-
trian crosswalks laid down in the Guild-
ford-Midland electorate, especially near the
schools, so that children, in particular, can
cross in safety. The safety of the children
is most important, because they are not
accompanied by adults and they should
be entitled to a safe crossing. I repeat
that I do not want to see a fatality oc-
curring in my electorate before something
is done to provide crosswalks at the various
points I have mentioned.

As I said before, it is unfair to delay
the installation of pedestrian crossings
unti! such time as we have a 48500
vehicle-pedestrian conflict. There are
crossings in the metropolitan area on
which neither the Minister for Police nor
anybody else can show there is that con-
flict. So it seems that special considera-
tions are shown to special places. For a
classic example of this, ene only has to
visit the pedestrian crossing at the Karra-
katta Cemetery.

Having travelled around my electorate
a great deal, I consider that one of the
most important requirements is the estab-
lishment of proper pedestrian ecrossings,
and the installation of more than are
being established at the present time.
I have already referred to the Min-
ister in question as the Minister for Trans-
port and the Minister for Police, and I
now wish to refer to him in his capacity as
Minister for Native Welfare.

1 cannot understand the approach of
the Native Welfare Department, nor that
of the Minister, to the difficulties which
the natives are suffering at the moment.
The other evening I asked the Minister a
question as to whether it was proposed
to build a hostel to provide proper accom-
modation for those natives who require
medical treatment; and to alleviate the
overcrowding that exists at East Perth
at the moment.

I also asked the Minister if it was pro-
posed to build houses for those natives
who are likely to leave Allawah Grove.
The Minister replied that there was no
provision for the building of a new hostel,
or for the building of homes for natives
who might leave Allawah Grove. Very
often we hear the remark that somebody
is being treated like a blackfellow. It
seems to me that that remark has grown
out of the fact that blackfellows for the
past 100 years have been treated differ-
ently from the white people in this coun-
try. I was hoping that under the Labor
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Government’s regime we would have heen
able to educate the people sufficiently to
encourage them to adopt a different atti-
tude to the natives.

When the black children attend school
they are accepted on the same footing as
the white children. There is no colour
bar. I cannot see why special arrange-
ments should be made in East Perth: I
cannot see why the new building should
be attached to the old when, in my opinion,
the latter should be removed from the
schoo! grounds. The parents and citizens’
association has protested very strongly
against this policy.

The Labor Government visualised the
building of a new hostel at Welshpool
where medical treatment could be provided
for the natives; and I believe the Minister
for Native Welfare and his department
should be doing more about this; not only
because the natives are entitled to it, but
because in recent times the Commonwealth
Government has provided more money
for natives than previously under the
social services scheme.

By having a hostel where the natives
could meet the white people, whether they
were visitors or friends; and by having
white staff and proper accommodation,
such as any haspital or nursing home
would have, we would, I feel, go a long
way towards educating the people of West-
ermnt Australia t¢ do the right thing by the
natives. I hope the Minister will see that
something is done to put into effect the
plans drawn up by the Labor Government
to erect this hostel at Welshpool.

Mr. Perkins: You never had any plans!

Mr. BRADY: The Minister does not
know what he is talking about. He knows
very well that we had land set aside in
Welshpool for this purpose, and that in
some areas the people in Welshpool were
objecting. We continued to press the
drafting section in an effort to get the
plans out. If the Minister has a look at
his files, he will see that what I say is
correct. He knows as well as I do that
plans were being drawn up by the Labor
Government.

With reference to the question of hous-
ing for natives, it has been known for the
last 12 to 18 months that the Common-
wealth Department of Civil Aviation is
about to take over the Allawah Grove
native setilement. Yef we find the Minister
telling us that no provision is to be made
to house the natives who might be evicted
from their homes. The Minister certainly
is treating these people like blackfellows.
They have been living in decent homes,
and they should be encouraged to
live in such homes instead of being sent
out to live in mia mias and humpies on
the outskirts of the town, where they in-
variably prove troublesome both to the
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local population and to the Police Depart-
ment. It is about time the Minister fol-
lowed the lead given by the Labor Govern-
ment and did something to help these
people who are likely to be evicted from
their homes in Allawah Grove.

Anpther peint to which 1 wish to
refer is the fact that the Allawah
Grove settlement seems to have been
taken over by the Native Advisory Coun-
¢il, and other charitable institutions
in the metropolitan area. It is my belief
that a lot of that work should be done by
the Department of Native Affairs. I noticed
in yesterday's paper that the kindergarten
is run by the Society of Friends; and that
the shop out there is also run by that
society. While T must congratulate those
people on the charitable work they are
deoing, I feel that more of it should
be carried out by the Department of
Native Welfare, whose responsibility it cer-
tainly is. I know the Minister will say,
“What did your Government do ahout it?*’;
but if he looks up the records, he will find
that we established a native couple in the
area to look after the shop for these
people.

Mr. Perkins: And what sort of a mess
did you get vourself into?

Mr., BRADY: The Minister should en-
courage these people rather than discour-
age them. There are bound to be diffi-
culties and shortcomings—there must be—
because up tili this they have been trepted
like blackfellows. We should do some-
thing more for them in the future;
and they certzinly should be treated, for
a change, like white fellows. We should
cease treating them like blackfellows, be-
cause a number of them are as well edu-
cated as ourselves, particularly those in
the missions and schools. There they are
treated like the whites, and they look for-
ward to having something better to live
in than mia mias and humpies. They
want to raise their families in decent
homes. Accordingly I was very disap-
pointed when the Minister said that no
provision was being made for hostel
accommodafion or for the erection of
?ous%s for the natives to whom I have re-
erred.

I wish now to discuss the question of
the median strip along Stirling Highway
and to put forward the point of view which
I have held for a long time in regard to
the safety of pedesirians. In this morn-
Ing’'s issue of The West Australian there is
g letter dealing with the median strip at
Nedlands. T have not seen this strip so I
cannot criticise it from the point of view of
whether it is dangerous or not; but, judg-
ing from this letter to which I have re-
ferred, the people in that area are not
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too happy about it. In this morning’s
paper there is a letter from Mr. John Hen-
nessy which states—

Apparently neither Works Minister
Wild nor the Main Roads Department
is willing to admit that an error was
made in deciding to build the median
strip along Stirling Highway.

Had this been a super highway of,
say, six or eight lanes instead of four
the strip may have been justified. Now
that Mr. Wild has bhalted the con-
struction of this hideous monster,
couid he explain why his advisers
have failed to suggest building a test
overway similar to those over Kwi-
nana freeway?

I have advocated overways in my elec-
torate for some years; hoth when our
Government was in office and previously.
1 intend to advocate to this Government
that these overways be constructed. I be-
Heve overways and tunnelways are a
solution to the grave dangers to which
pedestrians are subjected, whether they
be in the city or suburban areas. Over-
ways can he constructed at a reasonable
price, and they provide the safety to which
the pedestrian is entitled., ‘This is not
entirely my own idea, When I visited
Hobart a few years ago I found that the
Government of Tasmania had provided
overways in certain parts of the city of
Hobart to enable children to get safely to
school.

If overways can be provided in Hobart,
then they can be provided in our metro-
politan area. Thai seems to be the only
solution to this problem. I do not think
that the provision of pedestrian crossings
is the splution; I think that the provision
of overways and underground tunnels is
the solution.

Several correspondents to The West Aus-
tralian in recent months drew attention to
the fact that underground crossings are
provided in capital cities of Europe, and
one of them drew a diagram showing how
a tunnel-way system could be operated in
the metropolitan area of Perth. I think it
was a pity that, when the underground
public conveniences at the junction of
Barrack Street and St. George’s Terrace
were demolished, no arrangement was
arrived at to convert them into under-
ground crossings, to enable pedestrians to
cross St. George’s Terrace and Barrack
Street in safety. That would have enabled
a free flow of traffic at this point.

It is not payable to statlon points-
men around the city to direct the
traffic for six days of the week and 52
weeks of the year when, by the provision
of overways or underground crossings, the
expenditure could be avoided. I hope the
Government will consider the desirability
of building overways in certain parts of
the metropolitan area, and underground
crossings in other parts.
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The next point to which I make refer-
ence is town planning. I am raising this
matter now as a result of the remarks
made by the Minister for Town Planning
when he returned from a conference in the
Eastern States last week. He said that
Western Australia had nothing to learn in
regard to town planning. I can tell him
that this State has much to learn about
this subject, and particularly about sub-
divison of land in and on the fringes of the
metropolitan area. Even the leader in this
morning's issue of The West Australion
had this to say—

The Job is Unfinished

Town Planning Minister Logan
should not be too complacent over the
progress of town planning in Perth.
According to the Minister Western
Australia has nothing to learn from
other States about planning and is the
only State with a proper planning sys-
tem under ministerial conirol. This
may be true. But Perth's planning is
still in the preparatory stage.

In the 15 years since the war ended
Professor Stephenson has prepared a
regional plan and last yeay Parliament
passed an Act under which a new
metropolitan authority has been set
up to give effect to the Stephenson
scheme.

At first glance this is an impressive
achievement but Perth and its suburbs
are still not a planned entity. Nobody
can say confidently what, for instance,
is to be the fate of the central station
and the city railway line or where new
highways are to be built. There is
evidence that the planning authority
and local guthorities are not working
in close consultation. We need to push
ahead with the preparation of a final
blueprint that will firmly govern the
development and improvement of an
expanding metropolis.

Until we are doing the job thorough-
ly we cannot hold overselves up as a
model to other cities.

I say the job is unfinished, because two
persons in my electorate in recent months
applied for subdivision of their land, and
both applications were rejected by the
Town Planning Board. In one instance
the application concerned the subdivision
of 14 acres into two seven-acre blocks, or
thereabouts., This application was rejec-
ted despite the fact that the land con-
cerned was within a mile of the Guildford
Town Hall and Post Office. To show the
inconsistency of the Town Planning Board;
further out in the same district blocks
have heen divided into one-quarter acres;
and right opposite the 14 acres in question,
it was possible to subdivide land into six
and seven-acre blocks. There does not
seem to be any consistency in town plan-
ning, and I suggest the Minister should ex-
amine this aspect. I hope the committee
which was appointed by the Minister will
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draw attention to these matters and rectify
Epe anomalies which exist at the present
ime.

An old couple who own a 5-acre block
close to the shopping centre of Midvale,
which is on the outskirts of Midland Jun-
ction, desired to subdivide their land in
order to sell one acre of it to a friend.
The hushand served in the first World War
and has not many years to live. They de-
sired to sell the one-acre lot so that they
could acquire a few comforts and enjoy
them while they were alive. The Minister
for Town Planning rejected that applica-
tion for suhdivision. He could well have
sanctioned the subdivision, because the
land is situated in the built-up part of
Midland Junction, It is quite close to
Midvale, and is served by electricity, water
supply, shopping facilities, school-bus,
bitumen reoad, and other conveniences
which are found in a suburban or built-up
araa: yvet the Minister rejected that appli-
cation.

I say the Minister has something to
learn about town planning, because it was
only six months age when the Govern-
ment of New South Wales decided to ex-
tend the radius of the green belt of Sydney
for the reason that prices of metropolitan
blocks had become exorbitant. The very
same thing will happen in Western Aus-
tralia, if we are not careful. Blocks which
a few years ago could be hought for £400 or
£500 are now fetching £600 to £700. If
some of these subdivisions to which I am
referring could be passed by the town-
planning authority, we would get over this
difficulty.

Take the Caversham district in my elee-
torate. I understand the blocks there have
to be a minimum of 10 to 12 acres; yet
we find a high school accommodating
1,600 chiidren within 1} miles of the area.
I say that within ten years there will be
such a clamour in this district against the
present policy in regard to subdivisions
that all the Minister's time will be taken
up in preventing subdivisions of blocks into
i-acre lots. As T said, the Minister re-
fused an application to subdivide 14 acres
into two blocks, although he must have
been aware that home-seekers are paying
£600 to £700 for guarter-acre blocks at
Morley Park. That is an absurd price.
The working man or the young man mak-
ing a start, is not given a reasonable
chance to provide a home for himself.

I want to refer to the exorbitant charges
in regard to hospitalisation. Today, it Is
dearer by far top be sick than it is to be
well. It is getting to be almost as dear
to die as it is to live because hospitals,
whether private or Government, are charg-
ing very high fees. Some of the private
hospitals are charging as much as £18,
£17, or £18 per week; and recently, I
understand, the State hospital charges
have gone up to a very high figure.
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The pensioners of our State are in a
dilemma because they do not have suffi-
cient money to pay hospital fees; and
Commonwealth reimbursements are no-
where near sufficient to cover the fees.
Some families are getting into difficult cir-
cumstances because of the high charges.
When anybody goes into the cheapest
ward in the Royal Perth Hospital, he or
she, has, I understand, to pay £2 16s. per
day, which means a payment of £19 12s,
per week. If those people receive £1 per
day refund from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment—that is £7 per week—it leaves
£12 12s. for them or their families to pay.

The cost is exorbitant, and it is impos-
sible for the people to pay these costs.
Something should be done to help in the
matter of ever-increasing charges. In the
general wards, the charpge is £2 16s. per
day; and people who desire a litle privacy
have to pay £4 per day or more for the
smaller wards. The position is getting out
of hand and I do not know what is going
to happen to the pensioners. They are
not sick from natural causes, but they are
becoming sick through worrying about the
charges which they may have to face if
they have to enter hospital. Some of them
are actually leaving hospital before they
should.

I wish to touch on another matter, be-
cause I feel that if I did not I would be
letting down the parents and citizens’ as-
sociations in Western Australia, and par-
ticularly the organisation in my own elecg-
torate. A numbeor of asscciations have
written to me in regard to the Federal
Government giving assistance to help with
education. I was disappointed to read an
article in today’s issue of The West Aus-
tralian headed, “Menzies Firm on Govern-
ment Aid in Education.”” Portion reads as
follows:—

The Commonwealth has no intention
of departing from established finaneial
relationships with the States in the
field of education, according to Prime
Minister Menzies.

He said this in a letier to Labour
M.P., L. J. Reynolds, who had asked
the Commonwealth to make special
grants to the States for education and
for a nation-wide inquiry into educa-
tion.

The Commonwealth Government might
have an arrangement with the State Gov-
ernments, but I feel that primary and
secondary education is more important to
the people of Western Australia than is
university education. Yet, the Common-
wealth Government has subsidised uni-
versities to the extent of hundreds of
thousands of pounds. This is being done
while children in some of the schools are
going without essentials and are having to
put up with difficulties because the Educa-
tion Department in this State has not the
finance to assist.
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Somebody might say, “What are the
difficulties of the Education Department in
this State? It is not suffering from any
difficulties.” Anybody who says that is
not in possession of the facts. Here are
a few of the difficulties: Accommodation
shortages are rife; high school pupil-
teacher level is at a ratio where it can-
not be considered satisfactory; and there
are inadequate amenities in some schools.
In fact, the parents and citizens' associa-
tions are continually raising money to pro-
vide amenities in many schools—amenities
which the Education Depariment could
well provide. There should be a higher
leaving-age for children, and this cannot
he achieved because of the fact that we
have neither the schoolteachers nor the
classrooms required to keep children at
school until they reach 16 years of age.
Children should be kept at school to a
higher age; and this is referred to, in
writing to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, as a lower leaving-age. In other
words, children are leaving school at a
lower age than they should be.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.0 p.m.

Before the afternoon tea suspension I
was expressing regret that this morning’s
issue of The West Australian announced
that Mr. Menzies was firm on Government
aid in regard to education, and I was
pointing out the difficulties that the educa-
tion system in Western Ausiralia is facing.
I was hoping that the Government might
continue to ask for State grants for
primary, secondary, and technical educa-
tion activities in this State because I feel
they are more important—in some respects
anyhow—than university education in that
they concern children who cannot avail
themselves of the latter.

I feel that we should put first things
first and see that these young people are
given the opportunities to which they are
entitled, because some of them may never
get to the University. One cannot help
deploring the fact that the Government
has adopted this stand in Canberra, par-
ticularly when almost daily we read in the
Press of the excessive and exorbitant
profits being made by various firms in
Australia. It makes one ask whether these
firms are not getting unreasonable profits,
having regard to the difficulties of the
Commonwealth and of the State over
essential matters of hospitalisation, trans-
port, education, railways, and similar
matters.

The only case to which I wish to refer
is the classic example in this morning's
issue of The West Australian. I could
quote many other examples, but I do
not intend to do so, because I think the
member for East Perth quoted a number.
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This morning’s paper sets out, under the
heading ““C.A.G.A. Profit Is Doubled At
£339,194", an article as follows:—
Consolidated net profit of Com-
mercial and General Acceptance Litd.
hire-purchase subsidiary of the Com-
mercial Banking Co. of Sydney Litd.,
is slightly more than doubled at
£339,194 for the year ended June 30.

I will not read the whole of the article,
but merely express the hope that the
Commonwealth Government will do some-
thing about taxing some of these firms
in order that the essential requirements
of the nation will be attended to and that
sufficient loan moneys will be available for
the Government so that State grants might
be received for educational matters—
special grants, as advocated by me eariier.

There are one or two other matters
which I feel it is incumbent upon me to
raise, one being superannuation. I happen
to live in an area where a number of
people are dependent upon superannua-
tion to sustain themselves and, in some
cases, to pay their debts and provide for
the necessities of life, Last year I wrote
to the Premier—in response to a request—
regarding superannuation payments, and
I do not recollect receiving a reply. How-
ever, in March last a letter appeared in the
Press referring to superannuation, and a
spokesman for the Treasury stated that
the Government was awaiting an actuarial
report, and that when it was received some
decision would be made. I recently asked
the Premier whether he ecould give me any
indication as to when this decision might
bhe made; and he said, “No; I could not;”
but he added that had he known, he would
have told me in the first instance.

I desire to draw attention to what is
happening to some pecople with regard to
superannuation. I know of ohe person
who was very active in the Stores Branch
of the railways and who retired about
1948 or 1949. On retirement, he received
a superannuation of about £1 or 30s. above
the basic wage. Today it js about £7 under
the basic wage; and yet he retired on the
basis that he had a margin of about £1
or 30s. above the basic wage. These
people are most concerned as to what the
future holds for them. As I said earlier
this afternoon, if these people fall sick,
they will have to pay a minimum of any-
thing up to £16 a week for hospital charges.
All they receive from the Commonwealth
Government, if they are in some fund, is
£1 a day or £7 a week. That is one of the
reasons why these people are worrying
about this matter, and ¥ would like the
Government to make some decision in re-
gard to superannuation.

One man said to me, “I am worse off,
Jack, than if I was on an invalid pension,
because I would at least receive certain
medical beneflts and concessions which I
do not receive as a superannuated
man. I happen to have provided revenue
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for myself from a few houses.” He said
that he was in the position where he de-
sired to have the superannuation re-
viewed at the earliest opportunity. Another
man wrofe 0 me that he had been wanting
some relief in regard to superannuation.
I have his letter here, but have mislaid it
for the moment. For the reasons I have
stated, I hope the Government can make
an early decision following the actuarial
report. At the moment, these super-
annuated people are worse off than at the
time of their retirement.

I want now to deal with a matter about
which I have already spoken. I am
thoroughly disgusted with the attitude of
the Minister for Railways regarding publie
conveniences at the West Midland railway
station. As I said eatlier, during the
debate on the Supply Rill, for about 50
years conveniences have been provided at
the station; and now, when there are about
600 or 600 children—in addition to the
normsal passengers—using the station, the
conveniences are to be moved.

The Minister for Railways tries to jus-
tify the position by saying there is no
obligation on the Railways Department
to provide public conveniences any more
than there is for road transport to do so.
The Minister for Health says that the
position is not as bad as it has been
painted, because if the worst comes to the
worst and an emetgency arises, children
will he permitted to use the staff con-
veniences. How happy will the parents of
children in Mt. Lawley or Glen Forrest
be to hear a statement of that nature!
If an emergency arises with regard to a
young girl or a lady, she will be permitted
to use the staff conveniences.

The Minister for Education informs us
that the toilets at the Governor Stirling
High School are excellent. I wish he would
tell that t the mothers and the young
women whoe are attending the high school
every day to help with the canteen. I
understand that the Minister for Railways
has provided £300 for the building of a
septic tank system for the staff. Yet the
pan system at the Dpublic conveniences
has been in operation for 50 years, even
though the sewerage main is less than 100
yards from the station!

A new station is to be built; and, in my
opinion, the public conveniences could be
connected to the sewerage main, I under-
stand that the Minister for Health has
based his opinion in regard to the matter
on the fact that one day a check was
made and only two or three people used
the public conveniences. 1 have often
heard it said that one swallow does not
make a summer, and I hope the Minister
will realise that in this instance one day's
assessment of the position there does not
cover the whole situation. It is & shocking
thing that the West Midland station, which
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will be one of the most important in the
metropolitan area, is now to be without
public conveniences.

There are no other conveniences avail-
able in the vicinity of the station. The high
school children use the trains, and there
are people travelling to the district for
sporting activities. In addition, there is the
new suburb of Hazelmere, just hehind West
Midland. Therefore public conveniences
should be provided at the West Midland
station to cater for these people. Ii they
are not provided at the station, where will
they be built, and who will build them?
The Minister’s attitude is merely passing
ithe buck to the municipal council; but the
council is already confronted with more
expenses than it ean cope with. People
using a transport system, whether it be
road transport or rail transporf, should be
provided with the necessary conveniences
by the department concerned.

I hope that the three Ministers con-
cerned—the Minister for Education, the
Minister for Health, and the Minister for
Railways—will have another look at this
matter. It was only last year, or the year
before, that members of the present Gov-
ernment were shedding crocodile tears be-
cause there were no proper facilities in the
schools throughout the country districts.
Some of the children who attend the high
school come from country districts. Some
have to travel for 10 minutes or a quarter
of an hour bhefore they board their train;
they travel for half an hour; and it takes
them another quarter of an hour to get
to the school. All sorts of emergencies
could arise in thai time. Then there is
the position of the general public. Some
provision should be made for their con-
venience.

I think I would be deing the wrong
thing if I permitted this debate to pass
without letting the general public—and
particularly my electors—know that I have
drawn the attention of the Government,
and of members generally, to what appears
to me to be a shortcoming of the Gov-
ernment. I mentioned hefore that the
Minister for Railways is providing £300 for
a septic tank system; and I doubt whether
it would cost any more to connect the
system to the sewerage main, which is
within 100 yards of the station. Even
though the Minister says that a new sta-
tion will ultimately be built, I believe that
sewered public conveniences could be built
now and could serve the new station when
it fs erected.

I hope something will be done about the
matter; because, if the Government does
not do anything, I am sure it will hear
more ahout it from the Parents and Citi-
zens' Association and the Municipal Coun-
¢ll of Midland Junction.

Those are all the items with which I
wish to deal on the Address-in-Repiy de-
bate, and I will leave any remarks I have
regarding transport, railway fares, and so
on, until the Estimates are befare us.
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MRE. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [4.13]:
In making my contribution to the Address-
in-Reply debate, I should like to refer,
firstly, to the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Canning.

Mr. O’Neil: Thank you.

Mr. FLETCHER: I congratulate the
honourable member on the manner of his
delivery; but I am very much at variance
with the subject matter of his speech.
The honourable member shows consider-
able promise, and I have no doubt he will
spon bhe given more oppertunity to display
his talent, because he will be shortly sit-
ting on the Opposition side of the House.

Mr, I. W. Manning: I am sure he won’t
switch.

Mr. FLETCHER: I think that will come
about as a result of the Government’s pre-
sent policy. With its present policy, the
Governmen$ is our greatest ally; because,
in earrying out that policy the Govern-
ment is fouling its own nest. The whole
of the honourable member's contribution
sounded to me like “Three cheers for us;
three cheers for the Government.” I am
not making any contribution to those
cheers. I refer members to page 12 of
Hansard No. 1 of this year where the
honourable member said—

1 feel that these figures significantly
indicate the efficacy of the Liberal
pelicy; and I feel equally certain that
this Government will not be lulled into
complacency by such successes, hut
that further reports will indicate fur-
ther success.

Mr. Curran: What successes?

Mr. FLETCHER: That is what I want
to know. The honourable member went
on-—

It is unfortunate that increases in loan
figures for this financial year, which
are slightly less than £1,000,000, will,
gs the Governor's Speech indicates,
be absorbed bWy increased costs.
I am wondering whether the honourable
member, and the Government he supports,
believe that because of those fipures the
basic wage should be pegged and 28 per
cent. marginal increases should not have
been granted. It looks to me as though the
Government was concerned about having
to make this sum of money available for
wage and salary earners in the form of
marginal and basic wage increases. I am
not being critical of the member for Can-
ning because I am conscious of my own
limitations. He stood up and made a con-
tribution which, I have no doubt, was
compiled not by him but for him.
Mr. Hawke: Very nicely put!

Mr. Norton: He didn’t contradiet you.

Mr. FLETCHER: As regards the maf-
ter raised by the Deputy Leader of the
Oppoesition about the honourable member's
taking a deputation to the Minister for
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Transport, I feel it was not discourtesy on
the honourable member’s part, but dis-
courtesy on the part of the Government.

Mr. O'Neil: T wonder if your Ministers
ever accepled any deputation.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not want to in-
troduce a hosiile attitude into the debate.
All T am saying is that the honourable
member was not out of order; the Govern-
ment was, in that it was using the hon-
ourable member to clutch at any straw to
try to enhance the prestige of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Hawke: That is the point.

Mr. O'Neil: You ask a previous Minis-
ter whether he ever received a deputation.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister's reply
was that one of your representatives was
affected—one. What about the thousands
of people who are in my electorate; and
the many thousands of people who live in
the electorate of the Deputy Leader of the
QOpposition?

Mr. O’Neil:
faith in him.

Mr. FLETCHER.: The attitude of the
pecple in my electorate is, “What is the
member for Fremantle doing on this
matter?” I can foul my own nest without
any assistance from the honourable
member.

Mr. O'Neil: 1 can see that.

Mr. FLETCHER: I also want to know,
through you, Mr. Speaker, just what part
of the Fremantle transport system travels
through the electorate of the member for
Canning. None, to my knowledge,

Mr, Jamieson: That would be an in-
teresting geography lesson.

Mr. FLETCHER: I would say, in pass-
ing, that if anybody from the Canning
electorate came to me for assistance, 1
would write to the honourable member
and let him know.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber must address his remarks to the Chair.

Mr. FLETCHER: I give this undertaking
and will extend that courtesy to the
honourable member in the same way as
I have done to the member for Cottesloe
when I had occasion to write to him on
behalf of one of his constituents who came
to see me. 1 extend that courtesy to all
members on the other side of the House
and I ask them to reciprocate.

Mr. Toms: Do not be too hopeful!

Mr. FLETCHER: However, I will leave
that subject so that ¥ may continue to
raise many other matters. I will firstly
touch on a more controversial one and
ultimately deal with day-to-day afTairs
that affect my electorate.

I have here a newspaper article which
has the heading, "Ship Owners Claim
Union Has Breached Industrial Court

Apparently they have no
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Order.” I quoted from this journal the
cother evening and immediately it became
suspect. I have now discovered it in my
drawer again, and I find that there is
material in it that is of vital consequence
to the working people, ineluding those that
I represent. The other evening I quoted
the following:—
Ship Owners Claim Union has
Breached Industrial Court Order.
Three summeoenses alleging hreaches
of the Industrial Court Order of
March, 1960, have been served on the
union, The court will hear the
charges in Melbourne on Thursday,
April 21st. The summonses were
served on Tuesday, April 12th, The
union is seeking legal advice because
the charges amount to contempt of
the court’s decision, It may be
deemed proper to employ legal advo-
cates to defend the union.

My reason for quoting that is the con-
cern that is being felt by trade unionists
over the legal attacks on their trade union
representation. It is possible that if these
unionists do not accept the court’s de-
cision they are liable to be held in con-
tempt. They could be fined; and in fact,
they have been fined. The union, of which
I am still 3 member, has been fined two
amounts of £500 each. Even on a State
basis that union has had imposed on it
two fines, each amounting to £500.

Mr. Crommelin: Has it paid the fines?

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes, unfortunately.
The purpose in raising this issue is to
show the injustice and inequity of this
legislation which provides that trade
unionists can be fined in this manner just
as my own union was when its office fur-
niture was shifted out into the street by
the bailiff because the union was relue-
tant to pay the second fine. That was the
penalty imposed on my union when, at
that time, it was struggling for better
conditions. It illustrates how lopsided the
legislafion is, and how unfair it is to the
trade union movement when unions can
be fined if they commit such a breach and
are dragged before the court on a charge
laid under either the State or Common-
wealth industrial legislation.

The reason I say the legislation is lop-
sided is that there is no comparable pro-
vision used against the employers. Admit-
tedly it i{s worded in a way which makes
the employers a party to the award, How-
ever, at no time have I known the
Employers’ Federation or any employer
having had their furniture shifted into
the street or having been fined thousands
of pounds,

It appears now that the trade unionists
are being told that they must accept those
conditions or they will be fined. What a
fine situation that is for them to face! I
am trying to make known to this Govern-
ment that no matter what our legislation
may provide, the penal clauses still re-
main, and will remain a casus belli.
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Whilst that legislation remains on the
statute book and the unions are provoked
into cerain action, they can be brought
before the court and fined; and if they do
not accept the penalty, they can be fined
again until such time as their industrial
strength is destroyed and they are forced
to acquiesce in the court’s decision.

On looking at the member for Bunbury
and his nine colleagues who were in office
at that time, I wonder how their Admini-
stration could possibly place this legisla-
tion on the statute book, because I am
sure he does not know the effect it is
having on trade unionists generally, their
families, and their dependants. That is
the main reason why I have raised this
matter before the House.

Mr. Roberts: What is the name of the
journal you quoted from?

Mr. FLETCHER: I told the House last
time I quoted from it, so T will not bother
to quote it again. The name of the jour-
nal is printed in Hansard and it is the
same one from which I have quoted to-
night.

Mr. Roberts: You can't read.

Mr. FLETCHER: I think I have contri-
buted enough to the debate to draw atten-
tion to the hostile attitude that is shown
towards trade unionists, and I will now
return to the subject of the redistribution
of seats. Firstly, I am going to quote from
The West Australian dated Tuesday,
the 9th August, 1960. In case people might
say that I quote from it only when it is
to my advaniage, I want to point out that
if The West Ausiralian newspaper would
keep away from industrial and political
subjects, it would be quite a reasonable
journal. I will read only the pertinent
parts of this leading article for the pur-
pose of assisting my case. They are as
follows:—

Redistribution of Seats is an
Obligation.

The Government has been evasive
about the Opposition demand for a
redistribution of Legislative Assembly
seats under the McLarty-Watts Elec-
toral Districts Act of 1947,

It therefore has a duty—

I have jumped some paragraphs because I
do not want to weary the House by reading
the whole of this leading article. To con-
tinue—
—to comply with the existing law,
whether or not the Liberal-Country
Party coalition likes the prospect that
it may mean another seat for the
metropelitan area at the expense of
the country. Hansard reports of the
speeches on the 1947 Act show that
redistribution was intended to be auto-
matic, as section i2 plainly suggests.
Assuming that there is a loophole be-
cause there is no specific timetable for
issuing a proclamation, it exists only
because of legal guibbling,
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Instead of sparring with the Opposi-
tion the Government should say what
it is going to do and clear ifself of
imputations of deceit. For practical
reasons it has only about six months
left in which to set the redistribution
machinery at work., If it went to the
next election knowing that the elec-
toral boundaries did not conform to
the law it would be guilty of evading
its oblizations and gerrymandering by
default through a stratagem . . .

It is passing strange that T'he West
Austrelian newspaper should be criticising
the existing Government. But in view of
its criticism, I would suggest that the Gov-
ernment’s stocks are starting to fall very
low. It is becoming evident to The West
Australion newspaper what the Govern-
ment is doing; particularly when that
newspaper uses words like “gerrymander-
ing,” “stratagems,” “legal gquibbling,” and
the like. We have heard similar words
from this side of the House, but not from
the supporters of the Government.

Mr. Guthrie: Are not you going to read
the rest of that article? Seeing that it is
an authority, why not read the lot?

Mr. FLETCHER.: I have read the perti-
nent portions of it.

Mr. Guthrie: Read the rest.

Mr. I. W. Manning: The Speaker is
anxious to hear it.

The SPEAKER.: Order! The member
for Fremantle will address the Chair.

Mr. FLETCHER: Thank you, Mr.
Speaker; I will proceed to do so. I will
now quote an opinion more eminent than
mine.

Mr. Guthrie: That would not be difficult.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am aware of that fact.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is more eminent than
the opinion any of us may have, for that
matter.

Mr. FLETCHER: This opinion was given
in the State news of the 5th April, 1960,
and was contained in the Australian
Broadecasting Commission’s news service.
The portion I wish to gquote reads as
follows:—

A forecast that there will be even a
greater concentration of Western Aus-
tralia’'s population in the metropolitan
area in the next few decades was made
in Perth today by the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner, Mr. Lloyd,

Mr. Lloyd knows more about this subject
than I do. To continue—

He told a Perth Legacy luncheon
that already two-thirds of the State's
people live in the metropolitan area,
and this was likely to rise to three-
quarters or more. “There is nothing
you can do about it,” Mr. Lloyd said.
“People will come to the city because
of the greater opportunities there,
whether you fry to stop them or not.
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It is socially and economically un-
desirable,” he continued, “but it can-
not be stopped.” Mr. Lloyd said that
most Australian cities were developing
on the basis of unlimited expansion,
but the population of Perth could not
exceed about 1,500,000 with the exist-
ing supplies of water in this State.

So Mr. Lloyd said it was socially
and economically undesirable that people
should come to the city. He said there
was greater opportunity here in Perth;
and this makes me relate his remarks to
the freight increases which are to be im-
posed on the people living in the country
areas; and the consequent lack of prospect
of industry likely to be established in the
country as a result of further charges that
would flow from the increased freights.
Taking this into consideration I would
suggest that the position will accelerate
from now on, and the concentrations in
the metropolitan area will become greater
and greater.

Mr. Bovell: Have you a remedy?

Mr. FLETCHER: To that extent the
Government is to be condemned, particu-
larly in view of its intention to increase
freight rates, which will assist to bring
about this undesirable centralisation. To
this can be added the remarks I made
recently on the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition concerning the
failure of the Government to do anything
about the redistribution of seats.

{The Acting Speaker (Mr. Crommelin)
took the Chair.]

I would now like to refer to the question
of education, particularly in view of the
remarks made hy the member for Guild-
ford-Midland, who dealt with this subject
at some length. It reminds me of the fact
that I have some correspondence with me
which is relevant to the question of educa-
tion. With the indulgence of the House
I will read some of this correspondence.
To some extent, my reply to Mr. Kahan,
secretary of the W.A. Federation of Parents
and Citizens' Associations, indicates my
attitude to education. My reply is as
follows:—

I thank you for your circular of the
5th inst. signed jointly by yourself and
Mr. Currie of the State School
Teachers’ Union. I am very pleased
to note the attached and growing list
of supporters in such a splendid cause.

This was in relation to the Federal con-
ference in New South Wales and the list
of those hodies supporting it were sent to
me. To continue with my letter—

The taxpayers' money could not be
better invested in Australia’s future
than in education, and I am delighted
to see such a determined concerted
move to make this known to our State
and Federal Governments. At the end
of a recent financial year the Press
complained that £23,000,000 of the
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£190,000,000 odd defence vote had not
been spent. What a national tragedy
that this outstanding amount was not
channelled into education at all levels;
not for one year but year after year
until we can brinhg our educational
standard up to that of other nations
by whom we are at present being dis-
credited in this respect.

We should educate our own youth as
leaders in commerce, trade, medicine,
science and technology and not import
them. It is sad to see our graduates
leave for overseas for hetter pay and
opportunities.

It is now very evident that not
enough national planning or provision
has been made to absorb our early
post-war children, now in their
“teens.”

We all know that because of the increase
in population, as a result of the men re-
turning from the war, we are now trying
to absorb these teenage children into our
schools with a view to giving them higher
education. To continue—

Hansard will reveal that I made re-
ference to this during the last session
of Parliament.

I am prepared to help in any way
possible, in or out of Parliament. My
best wishes for the success of the forth-
coming National Education Conference.
It is certain that Australia’s future
progress shall be in relation or pro-
portion to its standard of education
and the finance and facilities made
available,

I read that letter particularly because
of the remarks made by the member for
Guildford-Midland, and his reference to
the article in teday’s paper in which the
Prime Minister has said that he will not
make extra finance available.

Our State Premier should use his best
endeavours to find whatever finance he
can for the education of our youth. I
would now like to touch on a matter of
more parochial interest. I refer to the
provision of housing for the aged. I re-
celved a letter from the Town Clerk of
North Fremantle, and he has stated a case
with which I am very much in sympathy.
I have no doubt that many members pre-
sent would alse be in sympathy with the
case put forward. Since it is so well pre-
sented, I will read the letter and my own
reply, because it will make the case more
concise than would be possible were I to
address myself to it by means of various
remarks. This correspondence relates to
housing for pensioners in Fremantle. The
first letter is addressed to me, and is as
follows:—

At a recent meeting of the Health
Committee of this Council, the Medi-
cal Officer of Health (Dr. Max Can-
ning) addressed members on the
hardships experienced by single pen-
sioners because of the lack of suitable
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accommodation. The Council is very
much in agreement with the opinion
of Dr. Canning, and resolved to ap-
proach you in the hope that the State
Government, through the Housing
Commission, might be persuaded to
give this subject some consideration.

As you know, the Housing Commis-
sion has constructed two-unit flats,
and in our district there is ample
evidence of the benefits which are be-
ing enjoyed by pensioner couples who
have been fortunate enough to obtain
such accommodation. The flats re-
flect credit on the Housing Commis-
sion and serve a need in our modern
living.

It is probably reasonable to say that
the single pensioner faces a greater
hardship than a couple, in his en-
deavour to make ends meet, particu-
larly when he has to pay for housing
which is, in many cases, sub-standard.

The subject has recently received
the attention of Council because of
the standard of housing at present
occupied by single pensioners in this
district. Several houses are in such
a condition that they should no longer
be occupied. The pensioner owner is
not in a financial position which per-
mits extensive renovation, and at the
same time there is the blank refusal
to enter an institution, which is
understandable. Naturally, Council is
not anxious to order demolition of a
building which no matter how poor in
condition, is still the pensioner’s home.

It is felt that the provision of
simple, compact bachelor flats would
to some extent overcome this social
problem, the pensioner retaining his
individuality in reasonable accom-
modation at a cost which is within the
means of one who relies on the pen-
sion as his only income.

While it is agreed that the institu-
tions now available meet the require-
ments of the aged to some degree, it
is true that many persons do net find
such homes acceptable to them. In
fact, it is the opinhion of Dr. Canning,
that many persons, forced by circum-
stance to aeccept the accommodation
available at these places, deteriorate
;gpidly because it is not agreeable to

em.

The last paragraph of this letter asks
me, as member of Parliament represent-
ing the Premantle electorate, to do what
I can through the medium of Parliament.
Many of these aged people have to go into
hospitals, where they take up beds that
are so urgently required for the sick. They
aggravate the hospital accommodation
situation by occupying beds which, in nor-
meal circumstances, they would not be
occupying if they had proper alternative
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accommodation. Their present standard
of accommodation is so poor that their
psychological outlook is affected, and their
health deteriorates quickly. Even if these
old people were shifted to institutions, they
would be living in over-crowded surround-
ings. I submit that alternative accommo-
dation should be found for them.

Arising out of this letter I received, 1
wrote to the Minister for Housing in the
following terms:—

Please find attached a copy of a
communication fromm North Fremantle
Council the subject matter of which is
of vital concern to the area which is
within my electorate.

Like the council, I am very much in
agreement with their medical officer,
that single unit accommodation is a
very desirable and urgent need for
aged people.

Fremantle and North Fremantle in
particular have many problems where
aged pecple will remain in sub-stan-
dard accommodation, because it is their
home, or through necessity, as they
cannot afford hetter, or again because
of a reluctance to leave an area where
they have lived and worked for a life-
time.

I do not feel that it is necessary to
elaborate on the council’s letter, for
a splendid case has been presented.

The siting of the new railway bridege
and eonsequent resumption of property
in this locality will displace many aged
people, who will have to be found
alternative accommodation.

Have no doubt that other Parliamen-
tary members are asked on occasions
for assistance in obtaining single unit
accommodation, but this, I assure you,
Sir, is a very frequent request in the
Fremantle area.

Am very pleased to hear of Housing
Commission’s intention to build a
block of single unit flats in the South
Perth locality, and respectfully request
that your Commission give urgent con-
sideration to a similar project in North
Fremantle for reasons outlined in this
and the Council's letter.

Before leaving this subject, T want to
point out that finance is, or should be
available for providing more single-unit
accommodation for pensioners. Under the
previous Government a large area of land
in South Perth, between Mill Point Road
and the river, was acquired cheaply, for
the purpose of erecting multi-storey flats.
Preliminary plans of flats costing £430,000
and consisting of ahout 200 units, which
included single-unit flats, were drawn up.
Provision was made for two-unit flats to
accommodate pensioner couples. An
amount of approximately £200,000 was set
aside in 1958-59 for this purpose, and
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work was to commence in 1953-60, extend-
ing into the following year, so as not to
interfere with the normal housing pro-
gramme which was in progress.

On the 30th June, 1959, there was an
amount of over £600,000 in credit in the
housing fund. Surely if that amount was
then available, finance can now be made
available not only for the South Perth
praoject, but also for ancther one in the
North Fremantle area. I ask the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Housing
to take cognisance of what I am saying.

Mr. O'Neil: How did you get on in your
approaches to the Housing Commission?

Mr. FLETCHER: I got a very polite
reply to the effect that in the light of the
experiment at South Perth, consideration
would be given to other areas in the
future. I believe the commission is build-
ing 28 flats in South Perth.

Mr. O'Neil: Are these flats for
people?

Mr. Graham: They are for single people.

Mr. PLETCHER: I said earlier there
were to be two-unit flats as well as single-
unit accommodation in the same building.
‘That was the project to be undertaken for
an estimated expenditure of £430,000 in
South Perth, as envisaged by the previous
Government. and the Minister for Housing.

Mr. Graham: It is better to have multi-
storey accommodation, because there is
a lift to serve all floors., Otherwise the
old people would have to walk up and
down.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not know whether
the financial cupboard is bare, I sincerely
hope it is not, because I would like a por-
tion of the funds to be spent in my locality.
The correspondence I have just read out re-
ferred to the plight of old people—a ques-
tion which should he of vital concern to us.

The next matter about which I wish
to speak may not be received favourably
because it contains some implied criti-
cism. It is a letfer from myself to some
pensioners who wrote to me. I replied as
follows:—

Mrs. Mary C. Larsen, ¢/o 44 Rennie
Crescent, Hilton Park.
Dear Madam,
I am in receipt of your circular ad-
dressed presumably to all State and
Federal members of Parliament . . .

I do not know whether all members of
Parliament received a copy of this letter,
but I did. To continue—
—relevant to having the recent 28 per
cent. marginal increase granted also
to pensioners.
I would internolate here and say that I
do not consider the request to be un-
reasonable. To continue—
There is not a section of the commu-
nity more deserving of at least this
increase together with other soeial
service considerations as well.

old
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Your circular states that you will
work towards my political defeat, if I
do not attempt to rectify the unfor-
tunate position of those on pensions.
Were 1 in Pederal paolitics, there is
nothing I would be happier to attempt,
but my defeat on a State basis would
not help your case. I would suggest
that the defeat of the existing Fed-
eral Government could.

The value of the £ has deteriorated
ta a small fraction of its original
worth when this Government assumed
office some 11 years ago.

The present Governmnent will not last that
long. To continue—

Pensioners after a lifetime of work
and taxation, many with their child-
ren and even grandchildren contri-
buting to Australia’s economy, are now
on a pittance, ignored by the same
Government that has recently legis-
lated to increase their own salaries.

The party to which I belong, having
not been the Government for 11 years,
can hardly be blamed for the present
plight of pensioners, By referendum
our party attempted to stabilise wages
and prices in the early postwar vears—
at each subsegquent Federal! election
our party has offered to the electors
social service security at all levels.
Our political opponents, who own and
control industry, prices and above all
the press, have by propaganda, in-
fluenced just enough of the popula-
tion to vote against our party and
their own and your hest interests.

By introducing a Pefrov, by malign-
ing Evatt, by talking about conditions
in Russia or China, to prevent pecple
from noticing conditions under their
noses, so the Federal Government has
remained in office, to the detriment of
pensioners, and small wage and salary
earners from whom pensioners result.

The plight of your members living
in rooms must be desperate indeed—
this was forcibly brought to my at-
tention when T had a light lunch in
Fremantle recently. For 1 sandwich,
2 small cakes and 2 cups of tea, I
paid 4s., there would not he many
4s. left after paying 30s. or more per
week for a room.

In conclusion my congratulations to
you and your League for your organ-
ised effort to obtain Pension Justice,
which is your moral and Legal Right.

With best wishes,

Yours faithfully,

HARRY FLETCHER, M.L.A.
Fremantile.

I think that letter, which emanated from
me, states my attifude in relation to these
people, and I hope I have not wearied
members by reading it rather than trying
to elaborate on the matter by way of an
address.
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I am sorry the Premier is not in his
seat at the moment as the next matter I
wish to raise concerns him. It deals with
Narth FPremantle, and it is my pleasure to
loogk after the interests of that locality.
The correspondence which 1 propose to
read is addressed to the Federal member
for Fremantle, and its subject is an area
in North Fremantle. I quote as follows:—

The Council of this Municipality is
very anxious to have the area now
occupied by the Defence Department,
known as the Leighton Battery, made
available for residental development.
For this reason, I am directed to write
requesting that you approach the ap-
propriate Federal Minister with a view
to having the desires of the Munici-
pality considered.

The location of the land in question
is probably well known to you. I am
enclosing a sketch so that there can
be no doubt in this regard. Originally
it was part of an area of University
Endowment land and is thought to
have been transferred to the Defence
Department at about the commence-
ment of World War II.

During the War, the gun emplace-
ments now sited there were probhably
of some value from the viewpoint of
defence of the Port of Fremantle. It
is extremely doubiful that the same
could be said today. In fact, it would
probably be reasonable to say that the
battery is useless as far as the defence
of Fremantle is concerned.

At the present time, the battery is
used for the training of CMF units.
Practice shoots are held from time to
time, during which the approaches {o
Fremantle harbour are closed to ship-
ping. On a recent occasion, an over-
seas freighter sailed into the target
area and there could have been un-
fortunate results. In addition, Stirl-
ing Highway is closed at frequent in-
tervals during firing, resulting in dis-
ruption to traffic using what is the
main thoroughfare between Fremantle
and Perth.

The Council of this Municipality
considers it wrong that some 75 acres
of good residential land should he
held for its present use., There is a
confinual! reduction in the area of
land available in this district for
residential purposes due to the ex-
pansion of utilities such as the Rail-
ways Department and the Fremantle
Harbour Trust.

It is requested that you take the
action necessary to have consideration
given to the proposal that the Defence
Department vacate the portion of Lot
174 which it now occupies, on the
grounds that the land is urgently re-
quired for housing; that the battery
has outlived its usefulness from a
defence aspect, and because its use for
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training purposes ereates interference
to both road and sea traffic near the
Port of Fremantle.

In addition to making this written
request for your assistance, Council
has directed me to forward a copy
of this letter to each West Australian
Member of the Federal Parliament
soliciting their support in any action
you might take in this matter. I will
be glad to assist you, or any other
Member, should further information
be required.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.) 8. W. PARKS,
Town Clerk.

I suggest that this correspondence clearly
states the case for me; and I would like
the Premier, at the first obportunity, to
read the letter in Hansard, and then add
his weight to the case in requesting the
Federal Government ta make the land
mentioned available as an alternative
housing area in North Fremantle.

Mr. O'Neil: Where do you suggest the
battery should be put? &

Mr. FLETCHER: It should be removed
from its present locality as it interferes
with rail, road, and sea traffic.

Mr. Lewis: You could put it in the
country.

Mr, FLETCHER.: Yes, or on Rottnest,
Mr. Lewis: We do not have any ships.

Mr. FLETCHER: That area is tied up
with redundant and obsolete guns, and T
would like to ask the Premier for his as-
sistance in this respect. He will certainly
have my support. As the railway bridge
is going to be built alongside the traffic
bridge, it is inevitable that houses, and
even factories will be resumed, and alter-
native sites will have to be found for
them. The area to which I have referred
would be Suitable for housing; and behind
the existing battery, business enterprises
and factories would be established. In
fact, they are already there. The Mel-
bm_xme Cask and Drum Campany, Davison
Paints (W.A.) Pty. Ltd., and Evans Engi-
neering Co. are already established,

Mr. Toms: You would need to ha
light industry. ° ve

Mr. .FLETCHER: I am not suggesting
that industry be mixed with housing,
There are two localities in the direction
of the Colonial Sugar Refinery’s area
where factories could be established. While
I am on this subject, I would like to say
that McCabe Street serves the existing
factori_es.. I have written a letter to the
Commissioner of Main Roads as follows'—

Resulting from a joint approach
from the managers of three business
enterprises in the North PFremantle
area, I have been asked o request
urgent attention to the building of
MecCabe Street as an all-weather road.
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The firms of Davison Paints (W.A))
Pty. Lid., Evans Engineering Co., and
Melbourne Cask & Drum Co., are all
established in this area and noorly
served by the existing road which is
in a deplorable state. New trucks and
equipment are being damaged in trav-
elling to and from the Highway, and
drivers of visiting commercial vehicles
are reluctant to drive on this section.

I have bheen informed that Main
Roads ultimately intend extending Mc-
Cabe Street through to the Colonial
Sugar Works for road transport of
that product. If this is so, I would
request that the matter be given a
high priority as this would open up a
new industrial and residential area.

With the building of the new Fre-
mantle rail bridge, it is obvicus that
the northern approach will displace
certain business undertakings. The
McCahbe Street site could be a con-
venient alternative locality to employer
and employee alike, for the purpose of
establishing homes and business un-
dertakings.

Pending consideration of the above,
I do request that immediate attention
be given to grading and sealing the
existing section of McCahe Street be-
tween Stirling Highway and the east-
ern side of Melbourne Cask & Drum
Co.

Any information as to Government
or departmental policy in this area
would be appreciated.

I do not know whether any of the
Ministers concerned are here, but I would
like to draw attention to the case I have
been attempting to present. It is unfortu-
nate that the Chief Secretary, who repre-
sents the Minister for Housing, is not here,
His boundary adjoins mine on the north
side, and he has a similar problem in
relation to the transport of sugar to the
refinery, because the road goes through
the two electorates. People are disturbed
in their sleep by the noise of the trucks
travelling through the locality at all hours
of the day and night.

Mr. Brand: That won’t trouble you much
during the session.

Mr. FLETCHER: No; I do not live in
that area in any case. But it is still my
duty to make it known that {the people are
being disturbed; and if a road were built
where I have suggested, the traffic would
be diverted from the highway to the fore-
shore, and so to the reflnery.

As this is an occasion when we can
submit our pleas for assistance, I would
like now to mention another problem in
my electorate. I refer to the mole at Fre-
mantle, Unfortunately, the Minister con-
cerned is absent; but I hope he will read
Hansard and so learn of the problem.
There is no three-phase power available
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at the mole, and frequently the use of
electrical drills or other such heavy elec-
trical equipment is necessary, thus causing
inconvenience to those concerned. I do
not know whether this matter would come
under the category of the Minister for
Fisheries or the Minister for Electricity,
but I would like the responsible Minister
to see that this power is made available
for the fishermen.

Another inconvenience experienced by
fishermen and the public is the lack of
toilet and shower facilities in the ares,
despite the fact that thousands of people
visit the 1locality, especially during the
weekend. Apart from that, if a fisherman
has occasion to use these conveniences he
has to walk a considerable distance, which
net only involves waste of time but is also
a nuisance. I ask that the Ministers give
consideration to the erection of such facili-
ties and to the extension of the three-
phase electrical power to the end of the
mole. In case members opposite suggest
that those in the fishing industry should
install their own electrical power, I say
that the obligation is on the Government
to supply it. Heavy gauge lines are very
expensive; but if the Government did
install them, it would receive revenue from
the charges made for the electricity.

There is established at Fremantle a
company called Engineer & Marine Ser-
vices Pty Ltd.; and recently I took the
secretary and manager of this organisa-
tion on a deputation to the Minister for
Fisheries. He therefore knows that this
is quite a big enterprise, and that it is
growing rapidly, but at present it has in-
adequate space in which to carry on its
business, The buildings are jammed on
a very narrow neck of land, and it is my
desire that this business undertaking bhe
shifted to an ares where there is more
land for its extension hecause it is rapidly
expanding. It is the sort of industry
which we on this side of the House like
to see encouraged. It grew from practic-
ally nothing as a result of the use of
freezer boats.

Mr. Brand: I would like to put you
right. We on this side of the House like
to see that sort of industry encouraged
tao.

Mr, FLETCHER: Yes; I have no doubt.
But I am mentioning this company as
distinct from the type of indusiry that
your Minister invited here on its own
terms and which would send thousands of
pounds—as in the case of Generdl Motors
Holdens Ltd., £15,000,000—out of the coun-
try. The company I have mentioned is the
sort we desire to see established here—local
companies, They have my wholehearted
support. Good husiness initiative and co-
operation have resulted in the expansion
of the industry to which I have referred.
However, it has no security of tenure, as
it is only on a six-months’ lease,
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When the new mole is completed and
exira reclamation work is earried out, I
would like to see an area made available
to this particular comvpany for expansion.
There are 23 men jammed into inadequate
accommodation on the present site and
there are others up north, The company
has a fleet of freezer boats which it has
to try to repair and maintain when they
are south, but there is insufficient space.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr., Crom-
melin): Order! The honourahble member
has five minutes left.

Mr, FLETCHER: I think, as that is the
case, I had better spend portion of it on
the subjeet of docks. I do not want to
fall out with the member for Albany, I
noticed in the honourable member’'s speech
last night that he was desirous of having
the port shifted to Albany, together with
the waterside workers. If his request were
granted, where would my electors be? I
would not have any electors on whose be-
half I could speak.

Mr. Watts: They would be in Albany.

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes. In passing, I
would also like to say this: If the Gov-
ernment does not do something about the
redistribution of seats and boundaries, and
the member for Albany gets away with
my present electors, I will finish up rep-
resenting nothing more than the town hall,
or city block.

Mr. Brand: How would that happen?
Mr. Watts: We would all go to Albany.

Mr. FLETCHER: I would mention that
with the increased industrialisation in
the area since the previous member for
Fremantle held the seat, and since I have
held it, the number of people in the
locality has fallen by hundreds. Areas
such as Willagee and Hilton Park have
absorbed them. There is a case for re-
distribution of seats and boundaries.

This dock is a very urgent necessity.
The Premier has received correspondence
from the mayor and others in Fremantle
on the subject and says he is sympathetic
to the cause. I quote from The West Aus-
tralian dated the 23rd October, 1959—

W.A. Naval Base Plan Is Urged.

The idea of establishing a British
naval base in Western Australia
should be reconsidered, an editorial
in The Times declared today.

The newspaper said that the real
problems facing the TRoyal Navy
were not the provision of anti-sub-
marine or minesweeping forces to
protect the sea-lines of communica-
tions of a ruined homeland, but the
provision of effective naval forces for
cold and limited war.

“Given that a strong naval presence
east of Suez is necessary, what bases
can Britaln work from? The future
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of the bases at Hong Xong and Singa-
pore cannot be predicted,” the edi-
torial continued.
I would like to emphasise what follows:—
There is therefore much to be said
for reviving the idea of a naval base
in Western Australia.

That is not the only reference to this
matter. I am looking at it not only from
a naval point of view, but from a commer-
cial point of view. A tanker fleet arrives
and departs every day, and something like
400-0dd tankers make use of the port of
Fremantie every year.

There is a lot of work to be done if we
are to be provided with such a dock, and
also with a ship repair berth at which
ships can tie up alongside for repairs.
Here I refer to the case of the Farmand.
That particular ship was taken overseas,
with a consequent loss of revenue that
would have been available to Western Aus-
tralia in general, and Fremantle in par-
ticular, had the ship been repaired in the
Fremantle area. Not only is & dock vitally
important to the Fremantle area, but
egqually important is a berth where repairs
can be carried out when it is not necessary
for a ship to be docked.

There is unemployment on the water-
front. Shipwrights are out of work on
account of lack of shipping work. Mem-
bers oppaosite regard it as ridiculous agita-
tion on the part of the trade union move-
ment in that area in relation to grain
ships. There is nothing ridiculous about
it; it is a bread-and-butter issue to the
men who work in that particular industry,
and the union is dwindling as a result of
the work being completed overseas.

It is important that dock and berth
facilities should be made available in this
area in order that shipwrights, ship paint-
ers, and dockers—whose membership is
falling as a result of work being done
averseas in the fitting-out of grain ships,
instead of this work being done in Fre-
mantle—may he allowed to carry on in
their usual work, These facilities would be
of benefit to the area. Not only would the
men obtain additional work, but the
economy of Fremantle, and of Western
Australia, would improve as a conseguence.
The wages of these men would be spent
in the Fremantle area, and indusiry and
commerce would reap the benefit accord-
ingly.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [5.151:
Like other members on this side of the
House, and a couple on the other side, I
should like to contribute my small por-
tion fo the Address-in-Reply dehate.
While I was in Wyndham early in June
this year, the townspeople were honoured
by the visit of two Important Cabinet Min-
isters in the persons of the Minister for
Works and the Minister for Lands. The
Minister for Lands stayed for 24 hours in
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that very progressive town, but the Minis-
ter for Works stayed a little longer., It
would not be so bad if the Ministers shot
through, but they take with them impor-
tant personnel, such as the various heads
of departments. The town has several
problems, and naturally the residents ex-
pected to get some satisfaction when the
Ministers and their personnel visited the
district. The townspeople thought they
glould discuss these various problems with
em.

With the Minister for Lands was Mr.
Cleave, the Deputy Surveyor-General, and
Mr. Smith, the Under-Secretary for Lands.
The people in the districts up there are
getting sick of these “Cook’s tours" by
Cabinet Ministers during the tourist sea-
son., We would like to see them go up
there and face the problems of the resi-
dents during the warm period of the year.
I did hear a rumour in the corridor that
a move was afoot for members to travel
north in ministerial cars sp that they
could inspect conditions and the country
in the North. If that is so, T am strongly
opposed to the move. I would sooner see
members travel to the district in trucks
similar to those used by shearers. They
are quite comfortable and well-equipped,
and members would be able to make an
interesting inspection and see all there
was to be seen.

Mr, Brand: How many trips of that
nature were made by members of Cabinet
during the six years of the previous
Administration?

Mr. RHATIGAN: I made the same sug-
gestion then.

Mr, Brand: But not any of them trav-
elled in shearers’ trucks.

Mr. RHATIGAN: So far the suggestion
has not been followed. I can promise
the Premier that if any member would
like to undertake the trip by this means,
I would be only toc happy to accompany
him—I would be only too happy to show
any members what the North looks like.
If the Premier would avail himself of the
opportunity to take one of these trips, he
would smartly change his mind regarding
hituminising the Eyre Highway, and would
give the people in the North more bitumen
roads than they have.

My, Brand: I am not opposed to bitumen
roads for the North.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I am sure I will have
the support of the member for Murray on
this matter, even if I do not get support
from any other members on that side.
Bitumen roads in the Narth are essential;
and, while on the subject of bitumen roads,
T should like to pay a tribute to the amaz-
ing work being done in the North-West by
Mr. Duncan, who has been the resident
engineer in the North for many years. He
1s not too well at present, and I wish him
a speedy recovery. I would like to place
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on record the appreciation of the people of
the North for the amazing job he has done,
and his untiring efforts in this direction.

Mr. Brand: Hear! hear!

Mr. RHATIGAN: On the 4th August
this year I asked the following question:—

(1) How many miles of bitumen roads
are to be laid in the Kimberley
districts during the financial year
1960-617?

(2) Where will these roads be con-
structed?

The Minister’s reply reads as follows:—

(1) Twenty-seven miles are provided
for on the 1960-61 programime.

{(2) (a) Wyndham - Ord River - Hall's
Creek Road; Wyndham Road
Board (Wyndham - Parrys
Creek-Bend of Ord Section):
15 miles double coat seal 20 ft.
wide—£45,000.

(b) Great Northern Highway;
West Kimberley Road Board
(Yeeda-Liveringa Section): 12
miles double coat seal 12 ft.
wide—£25,000.

According to the reply, 27 miles of road
have been promised at a cost of £70,000.
Yet we have the Premier today saying
that the cost of an East-West tourist road
would be £5,280,000 over a distance of 430
miles, if my memory serves me right. Who
is to say that a bituminised road to South
Australia would be of much benefit to this
State? I think it could result in more
tourists leaving the State than would be
brought into it.

However, in the Kimberley district,
which we are trying to populate, there is
to be only 27 miles of sealed road con-
structed at a cost of £70,000. The mem-
ber for Murray has experienced the con-
ditions that exist in the North because
he owns properties up there which carry
a good deal of stock. He knows very well
that the days of walking stock to a port
or to the abattoirs for shipment are fast
going by the board. Medern transport in
the form of road trucks is most essential
in those parts; but if the trucks are to
funection satisfactorily, bituminised roads
are necessary.

It is well known that the transport of
stock along bush roads causes a great deal
of bruising. Cattle could leave the station
in first-class condition, but the bruising of
their carcasses, whilst being carted in the
trucks, might mean that they would have
to be rejected or condemned when they
reached their destination. To think of
constructing this read to South Australia
for the purpose of attracting tourists to
the State iIs too fantastic and too ridicu-
lous for words. In fact, words fail me on
that score, and I cannot condemn the
project too strongly.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear! Pirst things
first.
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Mr. RHATIGAN: If that road were con-
structed it could, quite conceivably, result
in more tourists leaving the State than
would be attracted to it; whereas the con-
struction of suitable bituminised roads in
the Kimberleys would@ help to develop and
populate that portion of the State. I will
now quote extracts from an article which
appeared in The West Ausiraglion dated
the 24th June, 1958. They are as fol-
lows:—

The opportunities in the North are
tremendous. But so are the difficulties.
The need for a master plan is obvious.
Development can be carried out sueg-
cessfully only under a long-term
Commonwealth-State partnership with
Canberra finding most of the money.

Why is there not a special appeal to the
Commonwealth for assistance to bituminise
roads in the northern part of the State
to help develop it? There is more of this
article—

We are faced with the indignation
of hungry Aslans who could accuse us
of letting a potential food bowl go to
waste.

How true! To continue—

The time for talking about develop-
ing the North has gone. It is time now
to get to work.

How true again!

This Government is doing nothing. 1
am grateful to know and pleased to say
that the work on the Wyndham jetty was
commenced by a Labor Administration be-
fore this Government came to office; other-
wise the project would have been scrapped.

Mr. Graham: We have had nothing but
false promises, and they will never be ful-
filled. We have had nothing but words,
words, words!

Mr. RHATIGAN: I will now deal with
the questions I asked the Minister for
Lands yesterday. They are as follows:—

(1) What acreage of land is to bhe
treated for soil erosion in the East
Kimberleys?

(2) Would he give details of where
this land is situated?

{3) Who are the lessees of the pro-
perties on which this land is
situated?

(4) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to resume this land?

The answers are as follows:—

(1) 776,980 acres in East Kimberleys.

(2) Portions of Ord River, Turner,
Nicholson and Texas Downs sta-
tions, 100-150 mtiles south-east of
Wyndham.

(3) Ord River Limited.

The Turner Grazing Company Pty.
Limited.

The Nicholson Grazing Company
Piy. Ltd.

Lissadell Pastoral Proprietary Lim-
ited.
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(4) This matter is under considera-
tion.

I wish to pay tribute to the officers of
the Department of Agriculture who are in
charge of this work. They are doing an
excellent job. However, I would like the
Minister, or the Treasurer, when either
replies to the Address-in-Reply debate, to
advise me who is to meet the cost for the
necessary fencing—because this land will
have to be fenced—and who will meet the
cost of machinery, and the many other
costs that will be involved. Surely the
taxpayer is not expected to meet the cost
of preventing soil erosion on these proper-
ties which have heen held for years by
absentee owners! Surely the taxpayer is
not to be asked to put these properties in
order for those people so that they can
be handed back to them again!

In my opinion, this land should be re-
sumed. The absentee-owners have plun-
dered it for years and years. They have
used the river frontapges for watering points
instead of putting down bores on their
land. Nebody in the House can deny that.
As a boy, I was employed on those water-
ing points, and I know what goes on.
These properties are held by absentee-
owners who reside in London. They are
not in the least interested in them so long
as they continue to get a profit out of
them. They have plundered the land.

Mr. Rowberry: Including the member
for Murray.

Mr. RHATIGAN: The member for Mur-
ray has locked after his station much
hetter than have the people to whom 1
have referred. In any case, I want the
member for Murray to be on my side.
That is the position I would like the Min-
ister to investigate. Admittedly, this land
should be brought back to the condition it
was in before these large pastoral com-
panies were granted miilion-acre leases. 1
do not think the taxpavers should meet
the cost of this work, particularly when
fencing alone would amount to a tremen-
dous sum.

I now wish to touch on the subject of
deep-water ports. I know the Minister for
the North-West will be interested in this
matter. I cannot understand the Minis-
ter's delaying tactics.

Mr. Brand: Where do you think the
deep-water ports should be?

Mr., RHATIGAN: I cannot understand
the Minister's indecision, his habit of
passing the buck, and the delay that is
caused in having things done. That is all
the Government has been doing since it
has been in office. As members of the
Cabinet well know—

Mr. Graham: The Government stopped
work going ahead in the North-West alto-
gether, It is still making inquiries and
investigations.

Mr, Court: Record tonnages are going
forward in the ships!
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Mr. Graham: Nothing but indecision!
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RHATIGAN: I would like to know
whether I am the one who is making this
speech or whether it is being made by
various members on the other side of the
House. As the members of the Cabinet
well know, a deep-water port at Black
Rocks was one of the most important
propositions submitted for consideration
to the Commonwealth by the all-party
committee. That was one of the works
on which portien of the £2,500,000 Com-~-
monwealth grant was to be spent.

That was one of the projecis; and a
Bill was passed to ratify it. The other
project was a double berth in Wyndham.
Fortunately the Hawke Government
started work on that; otherwise the pres-
ent Government might have used delaying
tactics in relation to that matter as well.
The next project was assistance to the Ord
River dam scheme.

Mr, Wild: No it wasn't!

Mr. RHATIGAN: A further project in
the Kimberleys was the provision of port
facilities in the neighbourhcood of the
Napier-Broome area, to serve the north-
ern portion of the Kimberleys. There is not
a shadow of doubt that that was one of
the propositions for which the Common-
wealth granted the first £2,500,000 about
three years ago. I would now like to refer
to the proposed deep-water porf at Broome.
The old Broome jetty is in a deplorable
state and it will cost anything from
£250,000 to £500,000 to maintain it for the
next few years. Those are the figures I
have been given.

It has always been unsatisfactory be-
cause it creates a hottleneck with regard
to the State ships. It amazes me that the
Minister for the North-West has not ap-
preclated that fact. Some of the ships
stop there for six days at a time. Rather
than repair that jetty, the Hawke Govern-
merit wisely decided to provide for a hew
jetty at Quarantine Point, which is in
deep water. This had nothing to do with
the £2,500,000 provided by the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr. Brand: Do you not think a deep-
water port should go to Broome?

Mr. RHATIGAN: Yes, I do; but the
Hawke Government’s intention was in no
way connected with the £2,500,000 pro-
vided by the Commonwealth. The Premier
seems to be in an interjecting mood this
afternoon, and I am honoured. I have had
more interiections today than I have had
previously. I would like to ask the Pre-
mier this question: Did he or did he not
say on TV earlier this year, that it was
his Government’s policy to provide three
deep-water ports in the North-West; and
that he would dispose of the State Ship-
ping Service? Is that right or wrong?

[ASSEMELY.]

Mr. Brand: Your information is as wrong
as it usually is.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I was pgiven this in-
formation by a very reliable person in
the North-West. So that clears up the
matter of the deep-water port; and, as I
have said, the Hawke Government’s in-
tention had nothing to do with the
£2,500,000 provided by the Commonwealth.

Mr. Watts: We were very interested in
the view of your predecessor. He opposed
this project wholeheartedly. I refer, of
course, to the late Mr. Coverley.

Mr. RHATIGAN: The idea of the pro-
ject at Black Rocks was proposed hy the
Government of which the Attorney-General
was & member. But it has now somer-
saulted. I want now to touch on the
question of banking facilities at Wyndham.

Mr. Graham: The Yes-No Government.

Mr. RHATIGAN: On Wednesday, the
35th November, 1959, in Hansard Vol. 154,
at page 3603, I asked the following ques-
tion of the Minister for Lands:—

(1) As Wyndham is without a bank
except for an agency of the Com-
monwealth Bank, during the
operation of the meatworks, will
he give consideration to the estab-
lishment of an R. & I. Bank in
this town?

(2) If not, what are his reasons?
The answer I received was as follows:—

{1) and (2) This matter has already
been explored, but the expense of
a branch establishment is not
warranted. Banking facilities of
sufficient magnitude for the town
are already available.

I would like to know where these bank-
ing facilities are available, because during
the seven or eight months of the year in
which the Wyndham Meat Works are not
operating, the only facilities available are
those in the ordinary savings bank. Again,
on the 9%h August I asked the Minister
for Lands—

In view of the vast amount of Gov-
ernment works now in progress in the
Wyndham district is he still of the
same opinion regarding banking facili-
ties at Wyndham, as he was when he
answered my question (Hansard, page
3603) of the 25th November, 1959?

The reply I received was—

The large amount of work planned
hy the Government for the Wyndham
district is occasioning a close watch
being maintained on the need for
banking facilities there. However costs
of branch establishment is not yet
warranted.

It amazes me that the Rural and Industries
Bank has not yel seen fit to extend its ac-
tivities to Wyndham. It leaves me with
the opinion that that bank appears to have
been established for the city dwellers, and
for people in the southern portion of the
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State. There are two hotels in Wyndham,
and the population there is increasing
rapidly. The Ord River dam scheme is now
under way, or will be shortly; and it really
stuns me to think that our own State bank,
which advertises itself as the people’s bank,
does not see fit to extend its activities from
the southern portion of the State to the
northern portion. ’

I would now like to quote from the
Northern Times of the 23rd June. Under
the heading “W.A.’s North Needs Popula-
tion” we find the following:—

“The population of the North of
Western Australia must be increased to
ensure the future success of the area,”
said Mr. Airey, Commissioner of the
R. & I. Bank.

Mr. Airey, who has just returned
from a six-day tour of the Kimberleys,
said that the best way to attract set-
tlers was by capital investment,

“Large amounts of money have to
be invested in the district,” he declared.
“The returns may not be immediate,
but the potential is there for good
capital gains after development has
progressed.

“An influx of capital will undoubt-
edly attract settlers to the North.”

He then goes on to say that proper ad-
ministration and investment in the North
could make a major contribution towards
Australia’s economy. In spite of that, how-
ever, we find the Rural and Industries
bank has made 2 decision not to extend
its activities that far.

I was talking to one of its officers two or
three years ago, and I put this matter to
him. He said that it was too far away for
the Rural and Industries Bank to conduct
any business. That is a very poor excuse,
particularly in view of the progress that is
taking place there now. Surely, because
of this progress, the R. & I. Bank could
extend its activities to Wyndham, parti-
cularly in view of the fact that money has
been made available by the Commonwealth
and State Governments for the develop-
ment of land,

One other subject on which I wish to
touch this afternoon concerns the Gov-
ernment's intention to dispose of our State
trading concerns. The Government, it has
been said, intends to hand these State
trading concerns over to its friends. In
my electorate there is a very important
State trading concern. I refer, of course,
to the Wyndham Meat Works. Here again,
1 feel sure I will have the suoport of the
member for Murray.

The need for the establishment of the
Wyndham Meat Works, which were com-
menced in about 1916, arose because &
private monopoly had a complete hold
over the smal seftlers, of whom there
were many, in that district. They had to
bring their cattle into Wyndham for sale.
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This firm merely said, “We will give you
s0o much,” and the settlers had to accept
whatever amount was offered. The Gov-
ernment of the day saw fit, and I think
wisely, to establish this State trading con-
cern in Wyndham.

These works commenced operations in
1919, ceased for one year, and have been
operating ever since except during the war
years of 1942-1944, In 1945, although the
war was not over, the works commenced
operations again, and they have been
operating most satisfactorily since. They
are ruh on g co-operative basis. Both the
pastorallsts and the growers are very
happy with the management of the works,
because last year the average price paid for
cows and bullocks was £39 16s. 5d., and
the average for bullocks and bulls was
£30 7s, 1d.

Even if this Government tried to sell
those works it would not succeed, because
of the opposition from the pastoralists.
When the pastoralists receive a good price
they do not mind selling their stock to
a socialistic enterprise. So I do not think
we need to worry about the disposal of
these works.

Mr. Watts: You need have no worry.

Mr. RHATIGAN: No; but still it is a
socialistic enterprise, If the State ships
were disposed of and the people of the
North had to pay intrastate freight rates
on the commodities they require, they
would find it impossible to exist, Despite
the hugc losses, the State Shipping Ser-
vice is the lifeline of the North. If the
State ships are disposed of, we can forget
about settlement in the North.

Sir Ross McLarty: I do not think you
need to worry about that.

Mr. RHATIGAN: 1 am glad to have the
honourable member's assurance. If the
Government was to curtail the Public
Works Department in the North-West, it
would he taking a very quick step to shift
the people from that area. I have the
greatest admiration for the private con-
tractors who are building hospitals, schools,
and State rental homes there. Most of
them come up from the metropolitan area
and they remain in the North-West while
there is work available. They support
their families who are living down here,
Consequently all the money which they
earn does not circulate in the towns in
which they are working. So any retrench-
ments in the Public Works Department in
the North will be a sure means of reduc-
ing population in the towns. I trust that
no move in this direction will be made.
With those few remarks, I support the
motion for adoption of the Address-in-
Reply.

MR. J. HEGNEY: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
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Motion put and a division taken with
the following resuli:—

Ayes—19,
Mr. Bickerton Mr, Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. Norton
Mr. Curran Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Graham Mr. Rhatigan
Mr, Hall Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Hawke Mr. Toms
‘Mr. Heal Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. W. Hegney fTeller.)
Noes—21.
Mr, Bovell Mr. Nalder
Mr. Brand Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Court Mr, O'Connor
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Nell
Mr. Grayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Perkins
Dr, Henn Mr, Roberts
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Watis
Mr. Lewls Mr, Wild
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. I. W. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty {Teller.)
Pairs.

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Andrew Mr. Mann
Mr. Evans Mr. Burt
Mr, Moir Mr. Cornell

Majority against—2.
Motion thus negatived.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.461:
In moving that the debate be adjourned,
I thought it was customary, in the early
stages of the session, for this House to
adjourn at 6 p.m., or thereabouts, to
enable country members to return to their
homes.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Arrangements are
usually made with the Premier.

Mr. HEGNEY : I thought they were made
with the Minister, when he saw fit fo in-
terject! As none of the members opposite
seems to wanf to speak on this debate,
which is a very important one, I thought
the Government would agree to an
adjournment. However, I shall proceed.

I commend the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for the able manner in which
he spoke last night, particularly on the
attitude of the Premier towards basic
wage increases in Western Australia.
It is well known publicly that he was
anxious to prevent the Commonwealth
Basic wage, which would have application
to this State, from rising; and so effective
was the propaganda of the Commonwealth
Government and certain other Govern-
ments in Australia that the judges were
influenced, and no basic wage increase
ensued so far as the Commonwealth was
concerned. There has already been eriti-
cism about the fact that in Western Aus-
tralia. the President of the Arbitration
Court saw fit, on the evidence before the
court, to continue the quarterly adjust-
ments of the basic wage.

This is of peramount importance to a
great number of people—workers, who have
the purchasing power. Therefore, I feel
that the attitude of the Liberal Govern-
ment in having counsel to represent it
in the Commonwealth Arbitration Court,
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indicating that it was not in favour of an
increase in the Commonwealth basic wage
because of the alleged repercussions it
would have on the commercial life of Aus-
tralia, was a reprehensible thing so far as
the workers are concerned.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: At all times, Liberal
Governments express sympathy for the
workers, and say they have their interests
at heart; but it has been the traditional
policy of people on the other side of the
House to be opposed to reform for the
working peopie in Australia. Members of
thase Governments have opposed every
proposition to advance the interests of
the workers in Ausiralia, whether in con-
nection with conditiens in industry, in re-
spect of hours of labour, or in respect of
a proposed increase in wages.

Reference has been made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to the fact that
evidence in Australia shows that many
commercial firms and industrial organisa-
tions are doing 50 well out of selling their
products that they are making consider-
ably increased profits, Yet opposition was
expressed in the Commonwealth Arbitra-
tion Court to the request of the workers'
representatives in that court for an in-
crease in the basic wage. It was said that
their income has to remain static for the
next 12 months. The firms referred to by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition are
to be allowed to go on increasing and in-
creasing their profits, and the incomes of
the shareholders of those companies are
being stepped up all the time.

I have here tonight's Deily News which
indicates that the Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.,
which is & very large industrial organisa-
tion operating in Australia, has made a
consolidated net profit for the year, to the
31st . May, which rose by no less than
33% per cent. The profit of this organisa-
tion jumped from £10,183,075 to £13,716,311
—a rise of 433 per cent. This rise in
profit was experienced after provision had
been made for income tax of £12,000,000
odd, depreciation of approximately
£11,500,000, and plant replacements of
£7,025,000. After the products of the com-
pany are sold to the manufacturers of
Australia they are then, in turn, purchased
by the consumers, who have to bear the
added burden of meeting this profit of
£13,716,000.

The SPEAKER: There is too much talk-
ing behind the screen. If members de-
sire to remain there, they will have to
keep quiet or go to their seats.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: There are other refer-
ences in tonight's Daily News to which I
will refer; and these could he multiplied
one-hundredfold if the necessary research
were made to produce the statisties.
Speedo Holdings Lid. achieved a record
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profit for the year to the 30th June which
easily eclipsed all previous figures. Their
profit was £17,595, or nearly 26 per cent.
above the profit of the previous year.
Manufacturing confectioners, Allen’s Hold-
ings Ltd., are paying a dividend of 13% per
cent. The agricultural disc and imple-
ment making firm of Ralph McKay Ltd.
showed a profit of £130,111. The crdinary
dividend is at 12% per cent. and the final
6} per cent. dividend included a 1} per
cent. bonus.

The various balance sheets which were
read here last night by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition and the references which
I have just made show clearly that this
Liberal Government had no right to go
into the Arbitration Court and urge that
no basic wage increase be granted in the
Commonwealth sphere; and it had no right
to influence the president in this State
with its propaganda.

I remember when the basic wage was
fixed on an annual basis; but the
time came when, because of the col-
lapse of the economic system, a Bill was
introduced which provided for quarterly
adjustments. This was done because a
decision had bheen made in respect of the
basic wage, and there was still a con-
siderable proportion of the year to run.
At that time it was reduced very quickly
to a quarterly basis so that the workers
would receive a reduced wage. Now we
find the economic climate is such that the
basic wage could be increased.

We have to realise that a 28 per cent.
marginal increase has been granted and
that industry was able to absorb this and
still make the high profits to which the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
myself have referred. Therefore, industry
should agree to an increase in the Com-
monwealth basic wage. Many members of
the Government are dependent upon the
support they will receive from workers.
It would be interesting to hear what the
members for Leederville, Subiaco, and
Bunbury have to say to their electors at
the next election, because they have done
nothing for them in this Parliament.

I now turn to the momentous document
delivered by His Excellency the Governor
when opening this session of Parliament.
I have read it and examined it; but, apart
from two minor matters of interest to
the workers of this State, I find that no
reference is made to improving working
standards in any degree. No reference is
made to an improvement in ocur workers’
compensation law, or to an improvement
in our Shops and Factories Act; nor is
there any reference to an improvement of
working-class conditions in this State.

Fundamentally, the members on the
other side are satisfled. However, if I
remembher correctly, when the former Gov-
ernment introduced Bills to try to raise
the status of the workers so far as the
workers’ compensation law was concerned
—which is totally inadequate today when
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compared with the standards which exist
in many of the Eastern States; and it is
high time it was amended—the present
Government, the then Opposition, strongly
opposed it. There is no reference in the
Governor's Speech to any intention of the
Government to improve the standard of
workers in this direction, and I was very
disappointed to discover that. There is a
reference to the proposed improvement in
safety in industry, both Government and
private, and I was very gratified to read
this, although I well remember the time
when the Government was in oppositioen
and measures were introduced to amend
the safety laws. Again, the then Govern-
ment vigorously opposed the Bills. I am
very pleased to see that at long last the
situation has altered and the Minister for
Labour will introduce a measure to devise
better safety conditions.

The only other matter of vital interest
to workers which is mentioned in the Goy-
ernor's Speech is that relating to the Coal
Mine Workers (Pensions) Act. Apart
from these two references, there is no
indication of any intention on the part of
the Government to assist the workers.

I come now to a matter which has al-
ready been raised in the House. I am
referring to the proposed advance to the
Australian paper manufacturing company
to encourage it to establish itself here. I
have read the Minister's statement which
appeared in The West Australian of the
Tth July when the proposals were outlined.
The next day a leading article was pub-
lished about the proposition; and I agree
whole-heartedly with the attitude ex-
pressed in it, and consider it was very
sound reasoning. For grealer accuracy,
I prepose to read this article to ensure its
ineorporation in Hanserd. It is headed
"“Paying Too High," and is as follows:—

To induce Australlan Paper Manu-
facturers Lid. te establish a mill at
Spearwood the Government is offering
loans on easy terms which will tie up
too much of the State’s money for too
long.

The project itself is desirable in the
drive to stimulate West Australian
industrial expansion. But the Gov-
ernment is prepared to find up to two-
thirds of the capital cost of the mill,
with a maximum limit of £2,500,000
and an annual limit of £300,000: and
although production is expected in
1966, repayment of the principal will
not begin until 1980

In the case of a wealthy concern
like A P.M. these terms seem ridicu-
lous. Government policy, as most peo-
ple understood it to be, was to encour-
age foreign investment in W.A., not to
enter the industrial loan business in a
big way. To avoid paying too high a
price for manufacturing development
the State has to make a realistic ap-
praisal of individual ventures and cal-
culate a8 worthwhile Inducement
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against the resources of the company
concerned. In the past, excessive con-
tributions have heen made as in the
case of Chamberlain Industries. Spee-
fal concessions may be inescapable if
valugble industry is to be attracted to
W.A. But if there must be Govern-
ment finaneial help it should not, as a
general rule, exceed 50 per cent of the
capitalisation required to start a new
industry.

We do not want soclallsation
through State trading concerns. We
want rapid expansion of private enter-
prise but not by going to extremes of
financial aid and freezing large State
resources as in the paper mill proposal.
The Government should not lose sight
of the basic State functions. It should
be conserving funds for such urgent
purposes as raising the school leaving
age, which continues to be too long
deferred.

I think that article states the case pretty
succinetly and indicates what the attitude
of this Parliament should be., I believe
the proposed plan is wrong when we con-
sider the loan funds which are required to
help along the educational needs of the
State, just to mentlon one important
necessity.

I rememher the time when the Labor
Government was in power and the then
Minister was asked questions as to when
certain school extensions would be made
and additional classrooms built, He had
to reply that they would be attended to as
soon as sufficient loan funds were avail-
able. It Is rather strange that, with the
change of Government, the present Minis-
ter for Education finds himself in exactly
the same position, in that he is dependent
on lean funds for the extension of the ur-
gent activities of the Education Depart-
ment; and we find that the Government is
going to commit itself to this proposition
of £300,000 a year. This money will be
t:ed up in this great wealthy organisation
of APM,

I propose to quote questions asked by
the Leader of the Opposition in the House
on Tuesday, the 2nd August. The Leader
of the Opposition asked the following:—

(1) What is the total authorised capi-
tal of Australlan Paper Mills Ltd.,
as at the 30th June, 19597
To which the Premier replied—
£20,000,000.
The next question was—
(2) What is the totel amount of issued
capital?
The reply was—
£17,000,000.
The third question was—
(3) What was the total amount of
profit available for appropriation
as at the 30th June, 1959?
The reply was—-—
£3,2086,000.
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The fourth question was—

(4> What was the total of reserves
and retained profit at the 30th
June, 19597

The reply was—
£6,432,820.

That information would indicate quite
clearly there is no justification for this
Parliament to approve the substantial loan
moneys that are to be made available to
Australian Paper Mills Ltd., when it is
plainly evident that they have resources
to establish themselves and develop in this
State without the substantial Government
assistance that is going to be parcelled out
to them in the immediate future. That
£300,000 could undoubtedly be of great
benefit to the Minister for Education in
providing for the additional classrooms he
needs.

The interest rate is to be five per cent.;
and the worst feature of this proposition
is that the loan moneys will not start to be
repaid until approximately 1980—almost
14, 15, or 16 years after the money has
been advanced. I think that is a very bad
proposition as far as the Government is
concerned.

Mr. Hawke: The company has assets
worth only £32,000,000.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes; the firm has sub-
stantial assets and is quite capable of
establishing an industry here without Gov-
ernment assistance. They are not com-
ing here for the benefit of Western Aus-
tralia; they are coming here because there
will be opportunities, as the population of
the State increases, of improving the sales
of their manufactured goods which, I fully
appreciate, will be of benefit not only to
them but also to the State in providing
employment. I am not opposed fto that
aspect of it. I do think that the leading
article in The West Australian, which dealt
with this proposition, made it quite clear
what the atfitude of the Government
should be.

Mr. Hawke: I think we should run a
button day in aid of the company one
Friday.

MR, WATTS: I move—

That the honourable member be
given leave to continue his remarks at
the next sitting,

Motion put and passed.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

DIESEL ENGINES
Number on Order

Mr. COURT: Earlier today I promised
the member for Collle that I would con-
firm with the Railways Commission that
there were no main line diesel engines on
order. I have now done so; and, as I
indicated to the honourahle membher, there
are no main line diesel locomotives on
order.

House adjourned at 6.11 p.m.



